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Marion County Animal Services staff n an era dominated by screens and private spaces, our public library

IMAGES
magnific vecteezy

system remains a rare and vital sanctuary. Far from a quiet repository

for books, it is a dynamic engine for community growth, equity, and

connection. As you consider the property tax question on the November
ballot, please keep these key points in mind:

MARION COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Headquarters-Ocala Branch
2720 E Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala, FL 34470

352-671-8551

OO

Find the Library on
FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM.

® Fostering Literacy and Empowering Students: The journey toward
lifelong success begins early. Through free “Story time” sessions, interactive
spaces, “Ready to Read” initiatives, and Kindergarten readiness programs,

our libraries equip parents with the tools to build foundational reading skills—
ensuring children from all backgrounds start school on equal footing. Whether

students attend public, private, or home schools, the library serves as a cost-
free extension of the classroom, offering robust databases, curriculum support,
and a safe social hub to collaborate with peers.

® Driving Employment and Economic Growth: Libraries are key engines

for job seekers and local businesses. Entrepreneurs and freelancers rely on

On The Cover

Marion County has many

Very Interesting Places to visit
and incredible services provided
for residents.

us for high-speed internet, meeting rooms, and premium market research
databases like Value Line and AtoZdatabases. By offering resume
workshops, public computers, and career resources, we bridge the digital
divide and propel Marion County's workforce forward.

® Connecting Our Community: At its core, the library is our

IMAGE IS PARTIALLY Al-GENERATED. s o ;
community’s living room—one of the few remaining public spaces

where people can gather, learn, and connect without the expectation

READ. LEAEN. CONNECT,
At Your Public Library.

of spending money. From book clubs and teen leadership through
YALLA to summer programs and BreakSpot meals, the library fosters a profound

sense of belonging.

. FRIENDS The Bottom Line: A public library reflects the health of a community while
g&}?n 2 > actively working to build it. Supporting our libraries means investing in a
FLORI nt.y : o smarter, more connected, and economically vibrant future for Marion County.
FUBLIC LIBRARY 740 A \}Q
SYST OBL‘C

The Marion County Public Library System is a
department of the Marion County Board of County
Commissioners and is funded by them through general
funds. WORDS newsmagazine is funded by the Friends
of the Ocala Public Library, Inc.
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Marion County Commissioners and Library dignitaries cut the ribbon
at the Grand Opening of the Silver Spring Shores Library in July.

Smokey Bear visited with
young readers at the
Reddick Public Library.

Fort McCoy Public
Library Supervisor
Jared Brooks reads
to children as part
of the summer
reading program.

Celebrating America 250 at

Dunnellon Public Library.
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very dollar invested in public parks and

recreation is a direct investment in the

very soul of our community. We must

recognize that public parks are not
optional luxuries; they are critical public infrastructure
essential to municipal health, economic resilience, and
a high quality of life.

Blue Run, Dunnellon
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The data across the Sunshine State is clear. Local park systems
generate a staggering $7.2 billion in annual economic activity and
support over 60,000 jobs across Florida. Furthermore, with 16 million
out-of-state visitors flooding our state annually for sports tourism,
community fields serve as the primary engine for this revenue. Park
proximity remains a deciding factor for 85% of residents when
choosing where to live, directly boosting property values and
stabilizing the municipal tax base.

In Marion County, that economic and social value is realized daily.
Last year, through our 1,553 summer camp spots, 25 playgrounds,
57 sports fields, and the historic opening of Reddick Park, we
provided our youth with safe havens to grow and play.

The true power of our department lies in connection and
inclusivity. From hosting 301 events at the Southeastern Livestock
Pavilion to providing free community events, we bridge gaps
across generations. Tailored initiatives like the Sensory Event Series,
SNAP Programming, and our senior nutrition partnership at the
Forest Community Center, ensure every resident finds belonging.
Simultaneously, we steward more than 2,623 acres of natural areas,
safeguarding our groundwater and ecological legacy.

Preserving funding means protecting these spaces of joy, healing,
and economic vitality. Investing in Parks & Recreation is a necessary,
non-negotiable commitment to Marion County’s future. v

v T mr =
E- Cal Ripken World Series at Rotary Sportsplex a

Family Fun at Carney Island = Pickleball at Cohadjoe Park
—

Phantoms in the Fort
featuring The Fort King Haunted Trail

BY JOEY HALL AND LEICA BALDWIN

omething stirs among the ancient oaks.

Spanish moss sways in the darkness as a crow
calls into the night. Echoes of a long-forgotten war
whisper through the trees, sending a chill down your

spine. Surely this is a haunted settlement in some distant land or
another time.

But no. This is Fort King National Historic Landmark, right here
in Ocala.

Fort King offers a variety of educational and immersive
experiences, including the Heritage Garden, which showcases
19th-century agriculture, scenic walking trails, guided tours and
historical reenactments. As the site of one of the longest and
most significant conflicts between the United States and Native
Americans, the fort stands on land rich with history, making it the
perfect backdrop for unforgettable stories.

And each autumn, as cooler evenings settle over Central Florida,
Fort King transforms into the setting for a night of spooky ghost
stories, unique local legends and historical folklore. Through a
partnership between Fort King National Historic Landmark and the
Marion County Public Library System, Phantoms in the Fort brings
together storytellers weaving wondrous tales beneath the stars.

An ancient art, storytelling uses folklore, comedy, music, literature,
and movies to help preserve history, pass along traditions, teach
valuable lessons and create lasting connections. A powerful story
can remain with us long after the final word is spoken.

If you are interested in this unique and fun event, please join us
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2026, beginning at 5 p.m., at Fort King National
Historic Landmark for Phantoms in the Fort, featuring The Fort
King Haunted Trail. Captivating storytellers, local vendors, family-
friendly activities and maybe a little fright can remind you that
some legends never truly fade. V
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On July 4, 2026, our nation commemorated the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. This historic
milestone is an opportunity to pause and reflect on our nation’s past, honor the contributions of all Americans, and look ahead
toward the future we want to create for the next generation and beyond. Look for featured library programs, noted with a

that highlight our many stories and inspire a better tomorrow.

‘Tis the Season

for Pumpkin Decorating!

Outfit your pumpkin! Have a favorite
literary figure? Kooky character? Garb a

J u dy J o h n So n gourd as it suits your fancy! Bring in your
best decorated (not carved) pumpkin by

2 Oct. 19 for entry into our annual display.
A\ Y
Your VOICG, Your Vote: Winners chosen by vote in each age group.

. . . F
,‘ A Guide to Florida's Ballot Amendments Pumpkin Drop-off: Oct. 12-19

Become a more informed voter.and make a difference Community Voting: Oct. 21-26
in your locality. Former County Commissioner Freedom Public Library
Judy Johnson will present'the pros and cons of Phantoms in the Fort

the proposed amendments that will be on the . S j .
N A spine-tingling evening of family fun and
2026 ballot. Realize the power of your vote and . )
eerie tales. As darkness falls, the stories

ity!
HR shape tgRRUERgTOUr commugity! get spookier. Walk the lantern-lit Fort King
Saturday, Sept. 19, 11 a.m., HQ-Ocala Public Library Trail if you dare! Bring your own chair.

I 5 Tuesday, Sept. 22, 11 a.m., Freedom Public Library Presented in partnership with Ocala Recreation and
Parks, Fort King National Historic Landmark and Ocala
Storytelling Festival, Inc.
Saturday, Oct. 17
Fort King Historic Landmark,
SEASONAL TREATS Panem Party 3925 East Fort King St, Ocala
’ 5-7p.m. Family Fun at the Fort

May the odds be ever in your favor! The

s Streaming available at various library locations. Call for details.
i

Cryptid Cur|05|t|§s fandom of Hunger Games brought to life with 7-9 p.m. Stories Under the Stars
KOthY Westerman of Bigfoot World trivia, food and more. Costumes encouraged. ~ Haunted or Not?
Cryptids and the Paranormal Researchers Ghosts aren't the only reason things go bump

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1p.m.
Marion Oaks Public Library

Friday, Oct. 9, 3:30 p.m.
Belleview Public Library

of Central Florida takes you on an
exploration of cryptid legends.

in the night. Carry out your own paranormal
investigation with insights from the experts.
Presented by Citrus Paranormal Society.

Saturday, Oct. 24, Noon

Saturday, Sept. 19, 2 p.m.
Forest Public Library

Create-a-Bat g:;l:e Horror Fort McCoy Public Library
Learn about the skeleton of a bat as Explore the sinister side of film and
you craft your very own bat flyer! !

literature with other horror enthusiasts.
Co-sponsored by Discovery Center.

Thursday, Oct. 1, 10:30 a.m.
Sankofa Public Library

Pumpkin to Talk About
Trick or treat! A family-fun, no-carve
pumpkin decorating event!

Saturday, Oct. 3, 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 10, 1p.m.

Marion Oaks Public Library
Trunk or Treat!
Ghosts! Ghouls! Goblins! It’s the season for
lots of fun with games, face painting
and candy! All ages welcome!

Presented in partnership with Marion

Freedom Public Library County Parks and Recreation.
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 10, 4 p.m.

Forest Public Library Forest Public Library
Saturday, Oct. 31, 1p.m.

Reddick Public Library
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~ Vampires vs. Werewolves

For teens.
Dracula or Wolfman? Team Edward
or Team Jacob? Pick a paranormal
team and determine who wins!
Featuring trivia, games and crafts!
Thursday, Oct. 29, 5 p.m.

Freedom Public Library
Spooky Skelebration
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
An eerie afternoon of spine-tingling crafts
and activities. Costumes encouraged.

Saturday, Oct. 31, 2 p.m.
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

MEET THE AUTHORS
% Kenesma D. John

Hair Diaries: My Hair Evolution
Author Kenesma D. John

discusses her new book on a

young Black woman navigating
the shifting landscapes of

girlhood, college and adulthood
with her hair at the center of it all.

Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6 p.m.
Sankofa Public Library

0 kSuZzi

&
B Crescent
] Local poet, writer and
artist Su Zi presents a
book of poetry about
pre-Katrina New Orleans.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2 p.m.
Forest Public Library

; % Doug Alderson

" A New Guide to

W Old Florida Attractions
o Author Doug Alderson takes us
on an exciting photo journey
* . to many of Florida’s classic
attractions, from Weeki
Wachee to the Bok Tower.

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 11a.m.
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

MONSTERS AMONG US

For teens.

A monster is hiding in plain
sight. Will you discover it or
become its next victim?

Thursday, Oct. 29, 4:30 p.m.
Belleview Public Library

% Doug Alderson

Florida’s Rivers

Florida’s rivers are steeped in
natural and cultural history. Author
Doug Alderson is your guide.

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4:30 p.m.
Belleview Public Library

photo by Doug Alderson

% Brown Bag Luncheon:

The Dynamic Apalachicola Basin
Bring your bag lunch and travel down

the Apalachicola River from the Georgia
border to the Apalachicola Bay with author
Doug Alderson. Contact the library at
352-438-2566 to reserve a piece of pie!

Thursday, Oct. 1, noon
Reddick Public Library

SPECIAL EVENT

Community Job Fair
Looking for a career opportunity?

Co-sponsored by Marion County Human Resources.

Thursday, Sept. 3, 3-6 p.m.
Freedom Public Library

SPFCIAL PROGRAMS

Heroes Wanted!

Registration recommended.
Call 352-438-2500.
/ Explore fantasy worlds,
defeat monsters
and discover the
basics of gameplay
with the highly
skilled Storytelling Knights and friends.
All levels of experience welcome.

Co-sponsored by Artify Ocala Inc. and Bearded
Browncoat Comics & Games.

Saturday, Sept. 19, 11a.m.-1p.m.

Belleview Public Library
Reptile Encounters
Slither in and experience the diverse world
of snakes, lizards, turtles and more.
Presented by Reptile Encounters.
Saturday, Sept. 19, 11a.m.

Dunnellon Public Library

Brick City Ringers
An interactive handbell performance
that is sure to resonate!

Saturday, Oct. 24, 10:30 a.m.
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

BOOK CLUBS

As the Page Turns
Tuesdays, 2:30 p.m.
Freedom Public Library

Sept. 1

The Guernsey Literary Potato
Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaffer and Annie Barrows

Oct. 6 Swan Song by Elin Hilderbrand
Nov. 3 The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
Novels at Night
Tuesdays, 5 p.m.
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library
Sept.8  The Book of Lost Friends
by Lisa Wingate
Oct. 13  The Cemetery of Untold Stories
by Julia Alvarez
Nov.10  Wild Dark Shore
by Charlotte McConaghy
Forest Readers
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Forest Public Library
Sept. 9  Strangers in Time
by David Baldacci
Sept. 23 Great Big Beautiful Life
by Emily Henry
Oct. 14  It's Not Her by Mary Kubica
Oct. 28  The Scorpion’s Tail by Douglas
Preston and Lincoln Child
Books and Coffee
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Fort McCoy Public Library
Sept. 14 Beautiful Ugly by Alice Feeney
Oct. 5 The Handmaid'’s Tale
by Margaret Atwood
Nov. 2 A Thousand Splendid Suns

by Khaled Hosseini

Let’s Talk Books
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Reddick Public Library
Sept. 14 Flags on the Bayou
by James Lee Burke
The Guest List by Lucy Foley
The Searcher by Tana French

Oct. 12
Nov. 9

words Library.MarionFL.org 7
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Second Story Readers
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Sankofa Public Library

Sept. 15
Oct. 20

Weyward by Emilia Hart
Killers of a Certain Age
by Deanna Raybourn
The God of the Woods
by Liz Moore
Novels at Noon
Wednesdays, noon

Marion Oaks Public Library

Nov. 17

Sept. 16  The Thursday Murder Club
by Richard Osman

Oct. 21  Killers of the Flower Moon
by David Grann

Nov. 18  The Night Circus
by Erin Morgenstern

Rather Be Reading

Fridays, 4 p.m.

Dunnellon Public Library

Sept. 18 Lady Tan’s Circle of Women
by Lisa See

Oct. 16  Anxious People
by Fredrik Backman

Nov. 20  Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice

for Murderers by Jesse Q. Sutanto

Power Hour Readers
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Belleview Public Library

Sept. 29 The God of the Woodss
by Liz Moore
Oct. 27 A Calamity of Souls
by David Baldacci
Nov.24  Reader’s Choice

YOUTH BOOK CLUBS

Adventures in Bookland
Thursdays, 4 p.m.
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Sept. 10, Oct. 8
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library
Adventures in Bookland
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19
Dunnellon Public Library

8 WOI’dS fallko26

POTLIGHT

HEADQUARTERS-
OCALA

2720 E Silver Springs Blvd.,
Ocala, FL 34470
352-671-8551

Programs are made possible by contributions
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library.

ALL AGES

K-POP KONNECT
Friday, Sept. 18, 4:30 p.m.
Choe-ae-neun nu-gu-ye-yo?
Celebrate the Korean Pop
craze through music, dance
and culture.

ADULTS

Tech Help
Wednesdays, 2-3:30 p.m.
Sept. 2-Nov. 25

Have a technology question?

Get Crafty!
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Create something wonderful.
Sept. 2
Oct. 7
Thread Therapy

Thursdays, 2 p.m.
Sept. 3-Oct. 29

Drawstring Pouches
Creepy Cute Cottages

Make new friends while learning new stitches.

Chair Yoga
Fridays, 11a.m.

Sept. 4-Oct. 30
Relax, stretch and breathe! Yoga instructor
Debbie Smith leads a gentle seated
session. No prior experience needed.

Serving Health Insurance
Needs of Elders (SHINE)
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Sept. 10, Oct. 15, Nov. 12
Call 352-692-5209 for appointments.
Obtain free Medicare counseling through
the Florida Department of Elder Affairs.

% Retro Reels: Jimmy Stewart
Mondays, 2 p.m.

Share a movie experience that celebrates the
magic of cinemal! Anyone

younger than 13 must be

accompanied by an adult. S
Sept. 14 Mr. Smith Goes

to Washington

(1939)

Oct. 12 Rear Window

Companion Planting
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 4 p.m.

Which plants are friends? Learn about
budding buddies from a Master Gardener!
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Unmasking Scams

Wednesday, Sept. 16, 4:30 p.m.
Registration recommended. Call 352-671-8400.
Take charge of your online safety in this
hands-on workshop. Build your own
practical toolbox to spot phishing emails,
fake websites, Al schemes and more.

ABCs of Dementia

Thursday, Sept. 17, 11a.m.

Call 352-422-3663 to register.

Understand the basics of the varied forms
of dementia and techniques for becoming a
better care partner with Debbie Selsavage,
president of Coping with Dementia LLC.

Explore Homeownership
Thursday, Sept. 17, 5 p.m.

Possibilities and resources to

help achieve the dream.

Presented by Habitat for Humanity of Marion County.

Pet Portraits

Monday, Sept. 21, 4 p.m.

Registration required. Call 352-671-8551 to register.
Paint a purr-fect picture of your pet.
Submit an image of your pet by Monday,
Sept. 14 for a pre-sketched canvas.

Dance Bachata!

Wednesday, Sept. 23, 5:30 p.m.

Baila Caliente Dance Studio gets into the
groove of Hispanic Heritage Month by sharing
the traditional and popular dance of Bachata.
No previous dance experience required!

Escape Room: Can You Get Out?
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.

For teens and adults.

Find the clues, solve the problems

and survive the challenges!

Sept. 24  Pixel Palace

Oct. 22  Cryptid Country

% Doug Alderson
A New Guide to Old Florida Attractions
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 11a.m.

Author Doug Alderson takes us on

an exciting photo journey to many

of Florida’s classic attractions, from
Weeki Wachee to the Bok Tower.

Get Growing with Sheldon
Monday, Oct. 5, 4:30 p.m.

Fall vegetable gardening tips to unlock a
whole new season of homegrown food.

£ S



% Ocklawaha River Through Time
Friday, Oct. 9, 3 p.m.

Explore local history with

librarian Taylor Benson.

Cozy Mystery Tearoom
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 4:30 p.m.
Put the kettle on and

explore light-hearted whodunits.

Florida Landscaping
Wednesday, Oct. 21,4 p.m.

Introduce native plants into your yard.
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.
Brick City Ringers

Saturday, Oct. 24, 10:30 a.m.

An interactive handbell performance
that is sure to resonate!

Fall Plant Swap oo
Friday, Oct. 30, L
4:30 p.m.

Fall into planting!
Exchange plants,
seeds and propagation
techniques with

fellow gardeners.

BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
Novels at Night

Tuesdays, 5 p.m.

Sept.8  The Book of Lost Friends

by Lisa Wingate

The Cemetery of Untold Stories
by Julia Alvarez

Wild Dark Shore

by Charlotte McConaghy

TEENS

MANGAlicious
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.

=0

Oct. 13

Nov. 10

Anime and manga fans, unite! Enjoy
some MANGAlicious treats, too!

Sept.3  Manga Gemu-kai! Game Meetup!
Oct. 1 Cosplay Cafe

Nov. 5 Trivia and Treats

YALLA! Teen Club

Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!

Be a part of a talented teen team and
make the library a better experience

for all. Guide, participate and design
innovative library programs while enjoying
snacks and making friends as you earn
volunteer hours for service. Y'all(a) comel!

ConFAB Sept. 10, Oct. 8, Nov. 12
Escape Room  Sept. 24, Oct. 22

FAMILIES

Art in the Afternoon
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.

For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

Let your imagination run wild and
explore your creative side.
Sept.1  3-D Wooden Animals
Oct. 6 Collage

Brick City Builders
Thursdays, 4 p.m.

Sept. 17, Oct. 15
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Can you build your way
through the challenges?

Ready...Set...Kindergarten!
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Sept. 19, Oct. 17
For ages 3-5 with caregivers.
Before your preschooler takes off
on a new adventure, prepare!

Play On! Theater Games
Wednesdays, 2 p.m.

Sept. 23, Oct. 28
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Get ready for big laughs and bigger
creativity! A hands-on, interactive
series perfect for thespians-to-be.
Presented by Terry LeCompte of Community Stages.
FUNtasmagoria
Thursdays, 4 p.m.
For ages 7-12 with caregivers.
Explore the world through science,
stories and activities! It's FUNtastic!
Sept.24 Show Me the Money
Oct.22  Monster Mash
Spooky Skelebration
Saturday, Oct. 31, 2 p.m.
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
An eerie afternoon of spine-tingling crafts
and activities. Costumes encouraged.

YOUTH BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
Adventures in Bookland

Thursdays, 4 p.m.
Sept. 10, Oct. 8

For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

STORY TIMES
Sept. 8-Oct. 29

Stories, songs and activities for
children and caregivers.

Bouncing Babies
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

Toddling Twos
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Pajama Story Time
Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m.

For all ages.

Preschool Adventures

Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages 3-5.

BELLEVIEW
PUBLIC LIBRARY

13145 SE Highway 484,
Belleview, FL 34420

352-438-2500

Programs are made possible by contributions from
the Friends of the Belleview Public Library:

ALL AGES

Games on a Table
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.

Sept. 1-Oct. 27
Play classic and contemporary
tabletop games and chess!

Dragons in the Library!
Wednesdays, 5 p.m.
Sept. 2&16, Oct. 7 & 21

Explore new realms
through tabletop gameplay.

Get Crafty!
Fridays, 4:30 p.m.
Create something wonderful.

Sept.4  Trash to Treasures
Oct. 2 Gourd Decorating

Heroes Wanted!

Saturday, Sept. 19, 11a.m.-1 p.m.
Registration recommended. Call 352-438-2500.
Explore fantasy worlds, defeat monsters
and discover the basics of gameplay with
the highly skilled Storytelling Knights and
friends. All levels of experience welcome.

Co-sponsored by Artify Ocala Inc. and Bearded
Browncoat Comics & Games.

ADULTS

Serving Health Insurance
Needs of Elders (SHINE)
Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m.

Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4
Call 352-692-5209 for appointments.
Obtain free Medicare counseling through
the Florida Department of Elder Affairs.

Tech Help

Thursdays, 2-4 p.m., Sept. 3-Nov. 19

Have a technology question?

Master Gardener Plant Clinic
Fridays, 10 a.m.-1p.m., Sept. 4 & 18, Oct. 2 & 16

The plant doctors are in!
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

words Library.MarionFL.org Q
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Color Connections
Friday, Sept. 11, 10:30 a.m.
Unwind, slow down and enjoy
a creative coloring break.

Just Another Mah-Jongg Monday!
Mondays, 1p.m.
Sept. 14-Oct. 26

Learn and play with other enthusiasts.

Gardening with the Masters
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.

Wild discussions on all things green.
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.
Sept. 18  Fall Vegetables

Oct. 16  Plant Toxicity

ABCs of Dementia

Fridays, 11a.m., Sept. 25, Oct. 9

Call 352-422-3663 to register.

Understand the basics of the varied forms
of dementia and techniques for becoming a
better care partner with Debbie Selsavage,
president of Coping with Dementia LLC.

The Meals We Share:
Comfort Cuisine

Tuesday, Sept. 29, 11:30 a.m.

Break bread, have a seat, and share
memories with neighbors. Light
refreshments to be served.

% Doug Alderson
Florida’s Rivers

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4:30 p.m.
Florida's rivers are steeped in

natural and cultural history. Author
Doug Alderson is your guide.

% Ride the Rails
of Marion County
Friday, Oct. 16, 4 p.m.
Explore local history with
librarian Taylor Benson.

BOOKCLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
Power Hour Readers

Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 29 The God of the Woods
by Liz Moore
Oct. 27 A Calamity of Souls
by David Baldacci
Nov.24  Reader’s Choice

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club

Thursdays, 5 p.m.

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!

Be a part of a talented teen team and
make the library a better experience

for all. Guide, participate and design
innovative library programs while enjoying

WO WOI’dS fallko26

snacks and making friends as you earn
volunteer hours for service. Y'all(a) come!

ConfFAB Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 5
MANGAlicious! Sept. 17, Oct.15, Nov. 19

ADULTS

Master Gardener Plant Clinic

Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1p.m.
Sept. 1, Oct. 6

Mystery Theater: The plant doctors are in!
Monster Among Us Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.
Thursday, Oct. 29, 4:30 p.m.

Tech Help
Tuesdays, 11a.m.
Sept. -Nov. 24

Have a technology question?

A monster is hiding in plain sight. Will you
discover it or become its next victim?

FAMILIES

% Movie Matinée:
8 ) °
Dog Tales America on Film
with Theodore Tuesdays, noon

.| Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
. | Sept. 10, Oct. 8

o ™ Hi, I'm Theodore.
Won't you read to me? Please? (Woof!)

Where in the World?
Saturdays, 3:30 p.m.

Explore different regions through
food, art and music!

Sept.12  New Orleans

Oct. 3 Ketchikan

Panem Party

Friday, Oct. 9, 3:30 p.m.

May the odds be ever in your favor!
The fandom of Hunger Games brought
to life with trivia, movie, food and
more. Costumes encouraged.

STORY TIMES

Sept. 1-Oct. 29

A variety of stories, songs and activities
for young children with caregivers.

Bouncing Babies
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

Bring your lunch and celebrate America
through cinema. Anyone younger than age
13 must be accompanied by an adult. Call
352-438-2520 to reserve your dessert.
Sept.1  The Call of the Wild (2020)
Oct. 6 October Sky

Yarn Lovers

Wednesdays, 10 a.m., Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Make new friends while

learning new stitches!

Caregiver Support Series
Thursdays, noon

Educational information for caregivers who
want to know more about available resources.

Preschool Adventures Sept. 3 Dietary Techniques, Stephanie
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. Clamer, UF/IFAS Extension Citrus
For ages 3-5. County
Tod dIing Twos Oct. 1 Housing, Estate Planning,
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m Veterans and Other Services,
A Michael Weaver, Community
Legal Services
D U N N EL I—O N ABCs of Dementia

PUBLIC LIBRARY

20351 Robinson Road,

Thursday, Sept. 10, 11 a.m.

Call 352-422-3663 to register.

Understand the basics of the varied forms
of dementia and techniques for becoming a
better care partner with Debbie Selsavage,
president of Coping with Dementia LLC.

Gardening with the Masters
Tuesdays, 11a.m.

Wild discussions on all things green.
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.
Sept. 15 All About Mulch

Oct.20 Invasive and
Nuisance Plants

Dunnellon, FL 34431
352-438-2520

Programs are made possible by contributions
from the Friends of the Dunnellon Public Library.

ALL AGES

Reptile Encounters
Saturday, Sept. 19, 11a.m.

Slither in and experience the diverse world
of snakes, lizards, turtles and more.

Presented by Reptile Encounters.



Mah-Jongg Meetup
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 1p.m.
Learn and play with other enthusiasts.

The Meals We Share:
Soups and Stews

Monday, Sept. 21, 11a.m.

Break bread, have a seat, and share
memories with neighbors. Light
refreshments to be served.

IDEA Studio
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
Imagine, design and explore art.

Sept. 24  Pine Cone Creations
Oct. 29 Kimekomi Ornaments

Virtual Dementia Tour
Monday, Sept. 28, 1-4 p.m.
Registration recommended. Call 352-438-2520.
Participate in an immersive experience
to understand the challenges faced
by those living with dementia.
Presented by the Nancy Renyhart
Dementia Education Program.
Serving Health Insurance
Needs of Elders (SHINE)
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 17
Call 352-692-5209 for an appointment.
Obtain free Medicare counseling through
the Florida Department of Elder Affairs.

BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Rather Be Reading

Fridays, 4 p.m.

Sept. 18 Lady Tan’s Circle of Women by
Lisa See

Oct. 16  Anxious People
by Fredrik Backman

Nov.20 Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice

for Murderers by Jesse Q. Sutanto

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!
Be a part of a talented teen team and
make the library a better experience for all.
Guide, participate and design innovative
library programs while enjoying snacks
and making friends as you earn volunteer
hours for service. Y’all(a) comel

ConFAB Sept. 1, Oct. 6, Nov. 3

MANGAlicious! Sept. 15, Oct.20, Nov. 17
Teen Art Guild
Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Experiment, innovate & create.

Sept. 29 Dragon Eyes
Oct. 27  Arte de Alebrijes

FAMILIES

Horse Tales

with Sassy

Tuesdays, 4 p.m.

Sept. 8, Oct. 13

Hi, I'm Sassy, a miniature
therapy horse! | love stories.
Won't you please read to me?

Sparks!

Saturdays, 11a.m.

For ages 8-12.

Experiment, innovate & create.

Sept. 12  Seeing Sounds
Oct. 10  Phantom Painting

YOUTH BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
Adventures in Bookland
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19

For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

STORY TIMES

Sept. 2-Oct. 29

Stories, songs and activities for
young children and caregivers.
Family Story Time
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Baby Story Time
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.

For ages birth-23 months.

FOREST
PUBLIC LIBRARY

905 S Highway 314A, Ocklawaha, FL 32179
352-438-2540

Programs are made possible by contributions
from the Friends of the Forest Public Library:

ALL AGES

Games on a Table
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.

Sept. 8& 22, Oct. 13& 27
Play classic and
contemporary tabletop games!

Dragons in the Library
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 10, 24, Oct. 8, 22
Explore new realms
through tabletop
gameplay.

Cryptid Curiosities

Saturday, Sept. 19, 2 p.m.

Kathy Westerman of Bigfoot World
Cryptids and the Paranormal Researchers
of Central Florida takes you on an
exploration of cryptid legends.

Rock Art! Paint On!
Saturday, Sept. 26, 2 p.m.
Paint miniature masterpieces on rocks.

Forest Friends Open House
Saturday, Oct. 3, 11a.m.-2 p.m.

Make new friends and keep the old. Celebrate
with the Friends of the Forest Public Library

at a shindig full of food, fun and prizes.

Trunk or Treat!

Saturday, Oct. 10, 4 p.m.

Ghosts! Ghouls! Goblins! It's the season
for lots of fun with games, face painting
and candy! All ages welcome!

Presented in partnership with Marion County
Parks and Recreation.

Pumpkin to Talk About
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2 p.m.

Trick or treat! Family fun, no-carve
pumpkin decorating event!

ADULTS

Yearning for Yarn
Tuesdays, 2 p.m., Sept. 1-Oct. 27
Bring your own project or come to
learn how to knit or crochet.

Get Crafty!

Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Create something wonderful.

Sept.2  Windchimes
Oct. 7 Macramé
Tech Help

Thursdays, 2 p.m., Sept. 3-Nov.19
Have a technology question?

Chair Yoga
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.

Sept. 3-Oct. 29
Relax, stretch and breathe! Yoga instructor
Debbie Smith leads a gentle seated
session. No prior experience needed.

% Su Zi

Crescent

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2 p.m.

Local poet, writer and artist Su Zi
presents a book of poetry about
pre-Katrina New Orleans.

Master Gardener Plant Clinic

Mondays, 10 a.m.-1p.m.
Sept. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9

The plant doctors are in!
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.
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% Retro Reels: Judy Garland
Mondays, 2 p.m.

Share a movie experience that celebrates
the magic of cinema! Anyone younger than
13 must be accompanied by an adult.

Sept. 28 Meet Me in St Louis (1944)
Oct.26  The Wizard of Oz (1939)
Laughter Yoga

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 10:30 a.m.

Relax, reduce stress and lift your mood.

Forest Readers
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Make new friends and talk about books!

FORT M“COY
PUBLIC LIBRARY

14660 NE Highway 315,
Fort M<Coy, FL 32134
352-438-2560

Programs are made possible by contributions
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library

ALL AGES
No mat or experience required. Construction Zone
Saturdays, noon
BOOK CLUB Sept. 5&19, Oct. 3&17

See what you can build!

Crosswords with Friends
Saturdays, 2 p.m.

Sept. 5-Oct.31

Strangers in Time

by David Baldacci on the bia screen
Sept.23  Great Big Beautiful Life 9 '
by Emily Henry
Oct. 14  It's Not Her by Mary Kubica
T Tech Help
Oct. 28 The Scorpion’s Tail by Douglas

Preston and Lincoln Child

TEENS

Have a
YALLA! Teen Club echnology
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. a )

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!

Be a part of a talented teen team and
make the library a better experience for all.
Guide, participate and design innovative
library programs while enjoying snacks
and making friends as you earn volunteer
hours for service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19

FAMILIES

Tuesdays, 2 p.m.
Sept. 1-Nov. 24

Bring a team to beat puzzles

% The Roads of Marion County
Saturday, Sept. 12, 11 a.m.

Explore local history with
librarian Taylor Benson.
How Does Your Garden Grow?

Saturdays, 11a.m.
Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21

Grow and learn together
with local gardeners.

Co-sponsored by Fort McCoy Gardening Club.

Sparks!

Wednesdays, 4 p.m.

For ages 8-12.

Experiment, innovate & create.

Sept.2  Mineral Mining investigation with insights from the experts.
Sept.16  Engineering Catastrophe Presented by Citrus Paranormal Society.
Oct.7 Chemical Reactions BOOK CLUB
Oct. 21  Gourd Painting
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

STORY TIMES Books and Coffee
Sept 3-Oct. 30 Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Stories, songs and activities for Sept. 14 Beautiful Ugly by Alice Feeney
children and caregivers. Oct. 5 The Handmaid’s Tale
Bouncing Babies by Margaret Atwood
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. Nov. 2 A Thousand Splendid Suns
For ages birth-23 months. (,\\ /8 by Khaled Hosseini
Family Story Time AL
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.
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Haunted or Not?
Saturday, Oct. 24, noon

Ghosts aren’t the only reason things go bump
in the night. Carry out your own paranormal

yALLA!

YALLA! Teen Club &
Saturdays, 10 a.m.

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!

Be a part of a talented teen team and

make the library a better experience

for all. Guide, participate and design

innovative library programs while enjoying

snacks and making friends as you earn

volunteer hours for service. Y'all(a) come!

ConfFAB Sept. 12, Oct.10, Nov. 14

FAMILIES

Brick City Builders
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.
Sept. 1-Oct. 27
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Can you build your way through challenges?

STORY TIMES

Sept. 2-Oct. 28

Stories, songs and activities for
children and caregivers.

Family Story Time
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

FREEDOM
PUBLIC LIBRARY

5870 SW 95th St., Ocala, FL 34476
352-438-2580

Programs are made possible by contributions
from the Friends of Freedom Public Library:

ALL AGES

Pumpkin to Talk About
Saturday, Oct. 3, 3:30 p.m.

Trick or treat! Family fun, no-carve
pumpkin decorating event!

‘Tis the Season for
Pumpkin Decorating!
Pumpkin Drop-off: Oct. 12-19
Community Voting: Oct. 21-26
Bring in your best decorated (not carved) 4
pumpkin by Oct. 19 for display and
enter into our annual contest. Winners
chosen by vote in each age group.




ADULTS

Thread Therapy
. Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
& Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Make new friends while
learning new stitches.
Co-sponsored by the Freedom Quilters.
Tech Help
Wednesdays, 3 p.m.
Sept 2-Nov. 25
Have a technology question?

Community Job Fair
Thursday, Sept. 3, 3-6 p.m.
Looking for a career opportunity

Co-sponsored by Marion
County Human Resources.

Writer’s Studio
Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m.
Sept. 15& 29, Oct. 13& 27

Writers of all levels share L/—a?

work and encouragement.

Serving Health Insurance
Needs of Elders (SHINE)
Thursdays, 10 a.m.

Sept. 24, Oct. 22, Nov. 19
Call 352-692-5209 for appointments.
Obtain free Medicare counseling through
the Florida Department of Elder Affairs.

ABCs of Dementia
Thursdays, 11a.m.-1p.m.

Sept. 24, Oct. 22
Call 352-422-3663 to register.
Understand the basics of the varied forms
of dementia and techniques for becoming a
better care partner with Debbie Selsavage,
president of Coping with Dementia LLC.

Living Healthy with
Diabetes (DEEP)
Thursdays, 2-5 p.m.

Oct. 1-Nov. 19
Call 352-616-4303 to register.
Learn to manage your diabetes risk by
making small changes in your life.

Co-sponsored by the Florida Department of Health in
Marion County and Marion County Hospital District.

Bedazzled Bookmarks
Thursday, Oct. 8, 3:30 p.m.
Mark your place in style!

Creative Hand Lettering

Tuesday, Oct. 13,4 p.m.

Add a flourish to thank-you notes and place
cards. Beginner friendly. All tools provided.

Unmasking Scams

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 10:30 a.m.
Registration recommended. Call 352-671-8400.
Take charge of your online safety in this
hands-on workshop. Build your own
practical toolbox to spot phishing emails,
fake websites, Al schemes and more.

Florida-Friendly Landscaping
Thursday, Oct. 15, 10:30 a.m.

Discover the nine principles of creating
and maintaining an environmentally
friendly, low-maintenance yard.
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
As the Page Turns
Tuesdays, 2:30 p.m.

Sept. 1 The Guernsey Literary Potato

Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaffer and Annie Barrows

Swan Song by Elin Hilderbrand
The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Tuesdays, 5 p.m.

Oct. 6
Nov. 3

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!

Be a part of a talented teen team and
make the library a better experience for all.
Guide, participate and design innovative
library programs while enjoying snacks
and making friends as you earn volunteer
hours for service. Y’all(a) come!

ConfFAB Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10

Teen Art Guild

Tuesdays, 5 p.m.

Experiment, innovate & create.
Sept. 22 Faux-Stained Glass
Oct. 27  Spooky Terrariums
Vampires vs. Werewolves
Thursday, Oct. 29, 5 p.m.

Dracula or Wolfman? Team Edward
or Team Jacob? Pick a paranormal
team and determine who wins!
Featuring trivia, games and crafts!

FAMILIES

Family Flicks

Saturdays, 3:30 p.m.

Movies for the whole family. Anyone
younger than age 13 must be
accompanied by an adult.

Sept. 12 Matilda (1996)

Oct. 10

The Princess Bride

Brick City Builders

Mondays, 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 14, Oct. 12

For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

Can you build your way

through the challenges?

Dog Tales with Moka
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.

Sept. 15, Oct. 20

Hi, I'm Moka. Won't you read
to me? Please? (Woofl)

Stuffed Animal Sleepover!
Friday, Oct. 16, 3 p.m. drop off
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2-5 p.m. pick up
There’s mischief in the night! Drop your
fluffy friend off at the library for an
overnight to remember. Pick up your
party animal in the morning, with a full
accounting of sleepy-time escapades!

STORY TIMES
Sept. I-Oct. 29

Stories, songs and activities for young
children with caregivers.

Preschool Adventures
Tuesdays, 10:45 a.m.

For ages 3-5.

Toddling Twos
Wednesdays, 10:45 a.m.

Bouncing Babies
Thursdays, 10:45 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

MARION OAKS
PUBLIC LIBRARY

294 Marion Oaks Lane, Ocala, FL 34473
352-438-2570

Programs are made possible by contributions from
the Friends of the Marion Oaks Public Library:

ALL AGES

Games on a Table

Fridays, 4:30 p.m., Sept. 11, Oct. 9
Play classic, contemporary and
tabletop roleplaying games!
Panem Party

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1p.m.

May the odds be ever in your favor!
The fandom of Hunger Games brought
to life with trivia, movie, food and
more. Costumes encouraged.

ADULTS

Writer’s Studio

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4 p.m.
Sept. 1&17,Oct. 6 & 22

Writers of all levels share

work and encouragement.
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Tech Help
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-noon, Sept. 4-Nov. 20
Have a technology question?

Get Growing with Sheldon
Friday, Sept. 4, 2 p.m.

Fall vegetable gardening tips to unlock a
whole new season of homegrown food.
Artful Exchanges

Thursdays, 4 p.m., Sept. 10, Oct. 8
Create visual art and get inspired!
Return, share, connect.

Get Crafty!

Tuesdays, 4 p.m.

Create something wonderful.
Sept. 22  Oil Pastels
Oct.27  Sun Catchers
Oh, The Horror
Saturday, Oct. 10, 1p.m.

Explore the sinister side of film and
literature with other horror enthusiasts.

BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
Novels at Noon

Wednesdays, noon

Sept. 16  The Thursday Murder Club
by Richard Osman

Oct.21  Killers of the Flower Moon by

David Grann

The Night Circus
by Erin Morgenstern

YA

YALLA! Teen Club

Tuesdays, 4 p.m.

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!
Be a part of a talented teen team and
make the library a better experience for all.
Guide, participate and design innovative
library programs while enjoying snacks
and making friends as you earn volunteer
hours for service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10

MANGAlicious! Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17
Bling Your Bag
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 4 p.m.
Carry stuff in style with your
own personalized tote.
Magnetic Terrariums
Tuesday, Oct. 13,4 p.m.
Miniature wonders for your refrigerator door.
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Nov. 18

Flextangle
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 4 p.m.
Art in motion!

FAMILIES

Dog Tales with Moka
Wednesdays, 4 p.m.

Sept. 2, Oct. 7
Hi, I'm Moka. Won’t you read
to me? Please? (Woof!)

FUNtasmagoria
Wednesdays, 4 p.m.

Explore the world through science,
stories and activities! It's FUNtastic!

Sept. 9  Extreme Science
Sept. 16  Count on Me
Sept. 23 Pop!

Sept. 30 Toy Lab

Oct. 14  Can You Hear Me?
Oct. 21  Color Me Happy
Oct.28 Creepy Crafts

STORY TIMES

Sept. 1-Oct. 28

Stories, songs and activities for young
children with caregivers.

Family Story Time
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Bouncing Babies
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

REDDICK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

15150 NW Gainesville Road,
Reddick, FL 32686
352-438-2566

Programs are made possible by contributions
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library:

ALL AGES

% Movie Matinée:
America on Film
Saturdays, Tp.m.

Bring your lunch and celebrate America
through cinema. Anyone younger than

13 must be accompanied by an adult.
Sept. 12 A League of Their Own (1992)
Oct. 10  Remember the Titans

ADULTS

Tech Help
Tuesdays, 2 p.m.
Sept. -Nov. 24
Have a technology question?

Veterans Benefits Briefing
Saturday, Sept. 12, 10 a.m.

Marion County Veterans Services brings
benefit information and assistance
to our community’s heroes.

Book Bingo
Monday, Sept. 14, 11:30 a.m.
A novel twist on classic bingo!

% Talking Local History

with Annabelle Leitner

Mondays, 10:30 a.m.

Discover the fascinating history of the area.
Sept. 28 Charlie Emathla’s Town

Oct. 26
% Brown Bag Luncheon:

The Dynamic Apalachicola Basin
Thursday, Oct. 1, noon

Local Haunts

Bring your bag lunch and travel down

the Apalachicola River from the Georgia
border to the Apalachicola Bay with author
Doug Alderson. Contact the library at
352-438-2566 to reserve a piece of pie!

BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
Let’s Talk Books

Mondays, 10:30 a.m.

Talk about books with the

aficionado of phrase, Jim Stroup!
Donuts and coffee provided.

Sept. 14  Flags on the Bayou
by James Lee Burke
Oct. 12 The Guest List by Lucy Foley

Nov. 9 The Searcher by Tana French

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club

Saturdays, 1p.m.

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!

Be a part of a talented teen team and
make the library a better experience for all.
Guide, participate and design innovative
library programs while enjoying snacks
and making friends as you earn volunteer
hours for service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7

Teen Art Guild
Saturdays, 1p.m.

Experiment, innovate & create.

Sept. 5
Oct. 3

Bookend Painting
Mini Book Creations



Escape Room: Can You Get Out?

Saturday, Oct. 3, 1p.m.
Find the clues, solve the problems
and survive the challenges!

Ready...Set...Kindergarten!
Saturday, Sept. 12, 10:30 a.m.

For ages 3-5 with caregivers.

Before your preschooler takes off
on a new adventure, prepare!

Sparks!

Wednesdays, 4 p.m.

For ages 8-12.

Experiment, innovate & create.

Sept. 16  Recycled Bottle Bird Feeders
Oct. 21  Slime Lab

Pumpkin to Talk About
Saturday, Oct. 31, 1p.m.

Trick or treat! Family fun, no-carve
pumpkin decorating event!

Sept. 1-Oct. 27
Stories, songs and activities for
children and caregivers.

Family Story Time

Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. a

SANKOFA
PUBLIC LIBRARY

1821 NW 21st Ave., Ocala, FL 34475
352-438-2550

Programs made possible by contributions
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library:

ALL AGES

Crochet Corner
Thursdays, 4 p.m.
Sept. 10 & 24, Oct. 8 & 22
Relax and crochet. All skill levels welcome.

Gamers Guild

Fridays, 3 p.m., Sept. 11, Oct. 9
Explore the realm of games
from screen to table!

Co-sponsored by City of Ocala Recreation
and Parks Department.

Games on a Table
Mondays, 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 14-Oct. 26

Play classic and
contemporary tabletop games!

ADULTS

Tech Help
Thursdays, 2-4 p.m., Sept. 3-Nov. 19
Have a technology question?

% Kenesma D. John

Hair Diaries: My Hair Evolution
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6 p.m.

Author Kenesma D. John discusses her
new book on a young Black woman
navigating the shifting landscapes

of girlhood, college and adulthood
with her hair at the center of it all.

Get Crafty!

Wednesdays, 4 p.m.

Create something wonderful.

Sept. 23 Rolled Beeswax Candles
Oct. 28  Painted Book Covers

BOOK CLUB

See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.
Second Story Readers
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 15 Weyward by Emilia Hart
Oct. 20 Killers of a Certain Age by
Deanna Raybourn
Nov. 17  The God of the Woods
by Liz Moore

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club

Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.

Young Adults Lead Library Awareness!

Be a part of a talented teen team and

make the library a better experience for all.

Guide, participate and design innovative

library programs while enjoying snacks

and making friends as you earn volunteer

hours for service. Y’all(a) come!
MANGAlicious! Sept. 1, Oct. 6, Nov. 3

ConFAB Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17
Teen Art Guild
Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Experiment, innovate & create.
Sept.8  Self-Portrait Art
Oct. 13  Mini Spooky Gardens

FAMILIES

Happy Feet Fitness
Thursdays, 10 a.m.

Sept. 3-Oct. 29
For ages 3-5 with caregivers.
Reading + exercise = fun!

Co-sponsored by City of Ocala Recreation
and Parks Department.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover!
Friday, Sept.18, 4 p.m. drop off
Saturday, Sept. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. pick up
There’s mischief in the night! Drop your
fluffy friend off at the library for an
overnight to remember. Pick up your
party animal in the morning, with a full
accounting of sleepy-time escapades!

Create-a-Bat
Thursday, Oct. 1, 10:30 a.m.
Learn about the skeleton of a bat as

you craft your very own bat flyer!
Co-sponsored by Discovery Center.

STORY TIMES
Sept. 9-Oct. 28

Stories, songs and activities for
children and caregivers.

Family Story Time
Wednesdays, 11a.m.

LIBRARY CLOSED

DAYS AND HOLIDAYS

Labor Day
Monday, Sept. 7
All Marion County public libraries closed.

Maintenance Day
Friday, Sept. 18

Freedom public library
closed for maintenance.

Maintenance Day
Monday, Oct. 19
Headquarters-Ocala, Belleview
and Dunnellon pubilic libraries
closed for maintenance.

Veterans Day

Wednesday, Nov. 11

All Marion County public libraries closed.
Thanksgiving Holidays
Wednesday, Nov. 25
Headquarters-Ocala Public

Library closes at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 26 and Friday, Nov. 27

All Marion County public
libraries close at 6 p.m..

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Friends of the Belleview
Public Library
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.
Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17
BOOK SALE: Friday, Nov. 13 and Saturday,
Nov. 14, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friends of the Dunnellon
Public Library
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.
Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10
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Friends of the Forest Public Library
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18
BOOK SALE: Friday, Nov. 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friends of Freedom Public Library
Tuesday, 10:15 a.m., Sept. 8
Mondays, 10:15 a.m Oct. 5, Nov. 2
BOOK SALE:
Saturday, Sept. 26 and
Monday, Sept. 28, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friends of the
Marion Oaks Public Library
Fridays, 10 a.m.
Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 20
Friends of the Ocala Public Library
Thursdays, 4 p.m., Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19

BOOK SALE:

Friday, Sept. 11, 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 12, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Fort McCoy Public Library
Book and Baked Goods Sale
Saturday, Oct. 24, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

EXHIBITS & DISPLAYS

Headquarters-Ocala Public Library
Sept. Daughters of the
American Revolution

Oct. Francis Marion Stamp Club

Nov. POW by Marion County
Veterans Services

Belleview Public Library

Sept. Golden Books by Susan Sullivan

Oct. Dia de los Muertos by Lina
Nov. Smokey Bear Memorabilia
Dunnellon Public Library
Sept. Woodturnings by

Hands On Woodturners
Oct. Pumpkin Patch

by Dunnellon Library Staff
Nov. Inlaid Wood by Leo Maier
Forest Public Library

Sept. Artwork from
Get Crafty! Programs

Oct. Spooky Coloring
by Jessica Frohlich
Nov. Star Wars Lego Collection

by Klinton Williams

Freedom Public Library
Sept. Inspiring Art by OTOW Art Group

Oct. Paules' Family Dolls
by Kathie Paules

Nov. Landscapes Working Small
by Warren Thompson

W @ WOI'dS fallko26

with Your
Library Card

BY ERIN ARNOLD

here’s something special about carrying a library card in your wallet.
It means you belong. It means you're part of a community that values
curiosity, lifelong learning and discovery. Most of all, it means you
have access to something extraordinary.

With your library card, you’re a VIP — not because you walk a red carpet, but
because you unlock a world of information, experiences, and opportunities. Every
visit to the library comes with a warm welcome from staff who are ready to help
you find your next favorite book. You have the chance to learn a new skill, attend
an engaging program or connect with resources that can make a difference in your
life. Your library card is more than a way to borrow books. It’s your all-access pass!

This September, in celebration of National Library Card Sign-up Month, your VIP
status comes with even more perks. Our theme, Very Interesting Places, celebrates
the exciting experiences that make Marion County unique. Throughout September,
library cardholders can unlock exclusive discounts simply by showing a valid Marion
County Public Library card.

Participating partners include the World Equestrian Center, where cardholders
can receive 10% off dine-in purchases at Viola & Dot'’s Italian Kitchen & Pizzeria,
Filo’s Mexican Cantina, Ralph’s Burger & Sandwich Shop and Miss Tilly's
Lollipops. Library cardholders can also enjoy half-price admission to the Appleton
Museum, 10% off tickets to an Ocala Symphony Orchestra performance at the
Reilly Arts Center, free popcorn at the Marion Theatre and free admission to the
Marion County Museum of History and Archaeology.

People who love libraries are naturally curious. They ask questions, seek out new
experiences and are always ready for their next adventure. A library card rewards
that curiosity by opening doors not only to books, movies, digital resources, and
lifelong learning, but also to the Very Interesting Places that help make Marion
County such a vibrant community.

If you don't already have a library card, there’s never been a better time to get
one. Stop by any Marion County Public Library location today and discover what
it feels like to be a VIP. Your next adventure is waiting, and it all begins with the key
in your wallet. x'/



Beyond
the Shelter

BY MARION COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES STAFF

hen most people think of Animal Services,

they picture a shelter for lost and homeless pets.

While that is certainly an

important part of the
mission, Marion County Animal Services
(MCAS) provides a wide range of services
that help protect public safety, support
pet owners, and improve the quality of life
for both people and animals throughout
our community.

As Marion County’s only open-admission
municipal animal shelter, MCAS accepts
animals regardless of their health, age, or
behavior.In 2025 alone, the department cared
for more than 9,200 animals, reflecting one of
the highest intake years in nearly a decade as
communities across the country continue to
experience a pet overpopulation crisis.

Animal Services is much more than a place
where animals are housed. Last year, 3,918 pets found new homes
through adoption, while hundreds more were reunited with their

owners or transferred to rescue partners. Through dedicated
staff, volunteers, and foster families, the department maintained
an impressive 92.1% live release rate, demonstrating a strong
commitment to saving lives whenever possible.

The department also provides essential veterinary and
community services. During 2025, MCAS performed 8,386
surgeries, administered more than 46,800 medications, and
completed nearly 79,800 treatments, including vaccinations,
diagnostics, wellness care, and microchip implantation. Low-
and no-cost spay/neuter surgeries, rabies vaccinations, and
microchipping help prevent unwanted litters, reduce the spread
of disease, and keep pets safely with their families.

Beyond shelter operations, Animal Services officers respond
to calls every day of the year across 1,663 square miles, serving a
county of more than 410,000 residents. In 2025, officers handled
more than 22,600 field responses, including investigations
involving animal cruelty, aggressive animals,
public safety concerns, nuisance complaints,
and wildlife issues.

Equally important is MCAS's commitment
to keeping families together. Through
the MCAS Cares program, 517 families
received assistance supporting 905 pets,
helping many owners overcome temporary
hardships without surrendering their
beloved companions.

Whether responding to emergencies,
investigating cruelty, preparing for disasters,
promoting responsible pet ownership, or
finding loving homes for animals in need,
Marion County Animal Services serves as an
essential resource for our community. Every
day, the department works to create a safer,
healthier, and more compassionate Marion County—for the love
of people and pets. V,
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YOUR VOTE COUNTS

On September 19, Florida citizens have a chance to change their
constitution through the amendment process. Former County
Commissioner Judy Johnson will be presenting pros and cons of the
proposed amendments that will be on the November 3, 2026 ballot.
Come hear how voting “yes” or “no” will make a difference in Florida’s
future and in your future too! Join us at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 19,
in Meeting Room C of the HR-Ocala Public Library.

BECOME AN INFORMED VOTER!

There will be a brief annual Friends meeting at 10:30 a.m. prior to the program. We

will be voting on new members and officers, and it is important to have a quorum
of the membership for voting purposes. At noon, after the Amendments program,
there will be a Board meeting for the Friends of the Ocala Library.
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JOIN OUR DAY
OF GIVING!

Every September, Marion County
GIVE 4 MARION non-profits participate in a 33-hour
Giving Day called Give4Marion,
hosted by the Ocala/Marion County
Community Foundation. This year, we
invite you to participate in this worthwhile fundraiser for the Friends of the
Ocala Library. We are nonprofit and we donate our proceeds to assist in

library programs, including the “Born to Read” program that provides
books for children, the Seed Library, blood pressure cuffs, children’s

programming, author speakers, internet hotspots, adult
classes, program supplies for Reddick, Fort McCoy,
Sankofa, and Silver Spring Shores library branches,
the WORDS magazine, and many more.

The 2026 Give4Marion event occurs on Sept. 15 and 16.
To join in the giving, scan this QR code.

M ARK

HUGE BOOK SALE

Books, books everywhere! It's

time again for our gigantic

Book Sale. Books of every kind

will be on sale in the Meeting

Rooms of the HQ-Ocala Public

Library. You can find fiction,

nonfiction, biography, travel,

religion, children’s books, young

adult books, joke books, and

many more types of reading material.

Our upcoming sale will be on Friday, Sept. 11, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. in
Meeting Rooms A, B, and C at the HQ- Ocala Public Library for Friends
members only. Memberships can be purchased or renewed at the door. The
Book Sale for the general public will continue on Saturday, Sept. 12, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All paperback books, plus children’s and young adult
books, sell for 25¢ each. All hardback books are 50¢ each.

YOUR CALENDARS

Biannual Book Sale

Paperbacks and all books for youth are 25¢ each.
Hardbacks are 50¢ each.

Give4Marion
September 15 and 16

Donate online with QR code above

Florida’s Proposed
Amendments Explained

Judy Johnson, former
County Commissioner

Friday, Sept. 11, 2026
1:30-3:30 p.m.
FRIENDS MEMBERS ONLY

(Memberships and renewals

10 a.m.-2 p.m.
OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC

Saturday, Sept. 12,2026 Annual Friends Meeting
Saturday, Sept. 19, 10:30 a.m.

HQ-Ocala Public Library

Sept. 19, 11 a.m.
Meeting Room C,

el e @ HQ-Ocala Public Library

Friends of the Ocala

are available at the door)

Meeting Rooms A, B, and C, HQ-Ocala Public Library

/‘8 WOI’dS fallko26

Library Board meeting
Saturday, Sept. 19, 12 p.m.
Meeting Room C,
HQ-Ocala Public Library
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Veterans Continue
Serving in the Library

~A

BY KAY YACCARINO

umping out of an airplane may not compare to a quiet
day spent helping a child learning to read, but for four
individuals who traded military boots for books, the
transition has been worthwhile. For them, service to
the nation translated easily to service to the community. As the
nation celebrates its 250th birthday, it's a fitting time to recognize
those whose commitment to helping others remains strong.
Representing the Army, Navy and Air Force, these veterans
are now working to enrich the lives of those they serve in the
Marion County Public Library System. Their days may look a bit
different without the strict discipline and military uniforms, but
their commitment to the
public good and service
above self still rings true.
Longtime Reddick Public
Services Assistant James
Stroup has been a library
fixture for nearly 20 years
and reflects upon his time
as an Army Paratrooper in
the 1960s with nostalgic
He said his
company commander

fondness.

during basic training was
“one of the most impressive
men | ever knew.” The
captain, who later retired

as a Four-Star General and

Commander of US. Military Special Operations, “showed me just
how far a poor farm boy from Tennessee could go.” Stroup said
the decision to enlist rather than to wait and be drafted was one
he doesn’t regret.

GELEBRATE

Susan Yocom'’s military service took place more than 40 years
ago, but she continues to use the skills she learned in the Navy.
A Public Services Assistant at the Belleview library, Susan has
worked with the library system for 25 years and says, *"Something
| learned in the Navy that | have brought with me is definitely
maintaining order. | work diligently to make sure that our collection
is properly and well kept.” As a cook in the mess hall, Susan said
her training making hundreds of meals at a time “has honestly
prepared me for story time” and in making sure all of the craft

“ingredients” are organized.
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continued from page 19

Marion Oaks Branch Supervisor Sheldon Grant has a more
serious mindset, viewing his time in equipment repair and as
a paratrooper for the Army as having given him “a profound
appreciation for the personal courage and sacrifice required to
protect our fundamental freedoms.” In addition, Sheldon says
that the Army’s values of loyalty, discipline, respect, courage, and
integrity mirror Marion County’s core values, and he continues
to honor them daily. As a paratrooper, Grant was taught how to
remain calm under pressure. “When challenging situations arise, |
can maintain my composure, quickly process relevant information,
and act decisively.”

(f

Mark Sloan

L

Headquarters-Ocala Librarian Mark Sloan is relatively new
to the Marion County Public Library System, serving less than a
year, and a veteran of both the Air Force and the Army credits
the military with preparing him for life by teaching him diligence
and resolve. “The military will teach a young person how to see
a task through to completion with persistent, steady effort.” Out
of respect for the military, Sloan is assisting with the Veterans
History Project, helping to archive veterans’ memories for posterity.

“Library service is also a calling of sorts, different in some ways, but
still a career path based on service and helping others.”

Each of the four veterans say they would recommend military
service and library service to others as both provide many benefits.
While alibrary career may appear to be miles apart from a military
career, the desire to serve and help others is a common and

) . Y
admirable calling.' 4/
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