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a word from the director

Julie Sieg
 MARION COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY SYSTEM DIRECTOR

Nancy Joe Young: 
A Life Dedicated to Children

On July 15, 2025, the world lost a true children’s champion. 
At age 88, Nancy Joe Young, a retired educator, librarian, 
and all-time/full-time children’s advocate, passed away. 
Nancy and her husband, Jack, moved to our Marion 

County community after her rewarding career as a library media coordinator 
in Illinois. Nancy significantly impacted her Illinois community so much that 
an elementary school was named after her! To quote her cover letter for 
her job application: “I offer a solid background and education, as well 
as extensive practical experience in library service to children. Those 
experiences include consultant work, working as coordinator of library 
media services at the elementary, middle, and high school levels, and 
years of volunteer service to schools, public libraries, and organizations 
that promote reading and literacy…”

We had the excellent fortune to work with Nancy first as a volunteer on 
the library advisory board. Then Nancy served as our children’s services 

division manager from 2002-2012. And finally, again, as a volunteer 
Friends of the Library board member. Her love of libraries began 
at 12 years of age while volunteering at the South Charleston 
(WV) Public Library. Her love of libraries, commitment to children, 
energetic love of storytelling, and community involvement were 
enduring. Nancy was described as a creative thinker, resourceful, 
and the person to get things done when it was crunch time. It was 
an understatement to say Nancy was passionate, enthusiastic, 
self-motivated, and energetic! She could run circles around 
someone half her age. Nancy also motivated others to do their 

best. She instilled curiosity in children. But, most importantly, Nancy had a 
way of making each child she interacted with feel special, loved, and cared 
for. I was so fortunate to have called her “friend.”

Nancy passed away in Texas after having moved there several years ago 
to be close to her daughter, Ede.
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Find the Library on FACEBOOK, 
INSTAGRAM, and X (formerly TWITTER).

On The Cover
Let See Spot Read serve as an 
inspiration to make a lifelong tradition 
of reading, learning, and connecting  

with your public library.

 

At Your Public Library.

 

The Marion County Public Library System is a department of the 
Marion County Board of County Commissioners and is funded 
by them through general funds. WORDS newsmagazine is 
funded by the Friends of the Ocala Public Library, Inc.
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Marion County Public Library System and Marion County Public Library System and 
Marion County Animal Services in a Paw-sitive Marion County Animal Services in a Paw-sitive 
Partnership for Library Card Sign-Up MonthPartnership for Library Card Sign-Up Month

BY KAREN M. JENSEN

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month at public 
libraries all across the country. What better time to 
make certain that the whole family has the smartest 
card—your library card! With your free public library 

card, you can access resources for all ages, including:

•	 Books in print, including large print formats
•	 Downloadable e-books
•	 Audiobooks and e-audiobooks
•	 DVDs and music CDs
•	 Online reference databases for research and general 

information, including magazines and newspapers, 
genealogy, legal information, demographics, 
hobbies, language learning and more

•	 Genealogy and Florida history collections
•	 Programs and events throughout the year  

(library card not required to attend)

This year, your Marion County Public Library System is partnering 
with Marion County Animal Services to offer an additional incentive 
to get your very own library card. During the month of September, 
every library card holder who wishes to adopt a shelter animal from 
Marion County Animal Services can do so for free! Stop by Animal 
Services at 5701 SE 66th St., Ocala, FL, show your library card and 

go home with a new cat or dog 
looking for its forever home. Talk 
about a win-win for all concerned! 
Imagine curling up with that new 
furry friend and enjoying your 
favorite book, audiobook or CD. 
It’s the perfect opportunity to bring 
a See Spot Read story to life in your own home.

To further support our Marion County Animal Services shelter, all 
Marion County Public Library System locations will be accepting 
donations from the public. Here is a list of suggested items to help 
Animal Services care for homeless cats and dogs:

•	 Dry kitten food
•	 Cat treats
•	 Kitten milk replacer  

 (powder or liquid)

•	 Martingale-style collars 

(medium size; they are 

non-slip-out collars)

•	 Yak sticks
•	 Soft treats for dogs 

(Pupperoni, etc.)

•	 Plastic Easter eggs
•	 Cat beds
•	 Small cat towers
•	 Towels (no sheets/pillows)

•	 Jolly Balls
•	 Peanut butter-filled cow 

hooves for dogs
•	 Lumabons or Nylabons  

(for medium/large dogs)

https://library.marionfl.org/
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2024 Marion County  
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FURRY 
FACTS
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And for patrons who may have current library 
fines, this is a great way to erase them by donating 
to the Animal Services shelter. Check with circulation 
staff at your local library branch for a list of donated 
items and the monetary equivalent to get rid of 
those fines!

Need a furry pet alternative or just a unique 
creative outlet? During the month of September 
and while supplies last, all new library card holders 
will also receive a Pet Rock, compliments of 
Kenny’s Place Nursery. Enjoy an adventure where 
rocks take on the visual characteristics of a variety 
of furry and feathered friends. Display your artwork 
or share with family and friends.

So, what are you waiting for? Hop, walk, trot, fly 
or gallop into your closest Marion County Public 
Library System location, get your library card and 
then visit the Marion County Animal Services 
to select your new furry friend. Enhance that 
wonderful family reading tradition and create your 
very own version of See Spot Read!  

•	Conducted  
3,594 adoptions

•	Facilitated return of 
894 pets to owners

•	Returned to field 2,120 
feral and community 

cats through the 
SNR (Spay, Neuter, 
Release) program

•	Facilitated 22,856 
calls for service

•	Accomplished a 
live release rate of 

92.1% for pets

Kenny's Place is a public nursery and a day program for adults with disabilities. The program gives disabled adults a place to 
thrive by having them care for plants, assist customers, and work on life and social skills. Members of Kenny's Place also maintain 
the Florida native plant garden at the Belleview Public Library and take field trips to socialize and build friendships with their 
peers. This program is offered at no cost to members' families or their insurance. Everyone is welcome at Kenny’s Place, located at  
7677 SE 41st Court, Ocala, FL. For more information, call 352-867-1213 or email Info@KennysNursery.org

HOURS OF SERVICE
Monday- Saturday 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

WINTER HOURS OF SERVICE

Monday -Thursday 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

tel:+13528671213
mailto:info%40kennysnursery.org?subject=I%20read%20about%20Kenny%27s%20Place%20in%20WORDS%2C%20HQ-Ocala%27s%20newsmagazine
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Doggone Good Reading Program 
Spells Success for Kids and Dogs
BY KAREN M. JENSEN

In the well-known Dick & Jane book series from the 
1950s/1960s, the dog Spot played an integral role in 
the family dynamics. The books were designed to teach 
“whole word” language development for children and 

Spot’s actions often resulted in simple reading sentences such as 
“see Spot run.”

The Humane Society of Marion County’s Doggone Good 
Reading Program also endeavors to provide an opportunity 
for elementary age children to enhance their reading skills. But 
there’s a unique twist. The children get to read to dogs.

According to Aimee Pritchard, Humane Society Outreach 
Coordinator, the program has been a cornerstone project since 
March 2018. Its purpose is really two-fold. Not only does the 
program provide elementary age students with an opportunity 
to practice their reading skills, it also provides an opportunity to 
socialize shelter dogs. According to Pritchard, “Young children 
really enjoy reading in this environment because the dogs are 

not at all judgmental.” The children sit on chairs, outside the 
kennels, and read from a favorite book. The dogs quickly respond 
to the interaction, eagerly settling into the experience.

Children in 1st-5th grades are eligible to participate in the 
program with parental approval. Humane Society staff select 
the dogs based upon temperament, but Pritchard states that 
most of their dogs are eager to meet both children and adults. 
She shares that the children who participate in the program 
not only gain valuable practice honing their reading skills, but 
also learn about dogs in other ways. Children read books about 
various topics, such as dog body language, training practices, 
and even basic animal care.

“Our Doggone Good Reading Program is a great way to 
give back to the shelter and animals by spending time with our 
shelter dogs,” says Pritchard. For more information about the 
Humane Society of Marion County and its Doggone Good 
Reading Program, call the shelter at 352-873-7387 ext. 205 or 
email Aimee at APritchard@TheHSMC.org.  

https://library.marionfl.org/
tel:+13528737387,205
mailto:apritchard%40thehsmc.org?subject=Doggone%20Good%20Reading%20Program


SEASONAL TREATS

A Wicked Good Time!A A Wicked Good Time!Wicked Good Time!
Defy gravity with Elphaba and 
Glinda in this Oz-mopolitan 
extravaganza. Costumes encouraged.

Saturday, Oct. 4, 12:30 p.m. 
Marion Oaks Public Library

‘Tis the Season 
for Pumpkin Decorating!
Outfit your pumpkin! Have a favorite 
literary figure? Kooky character? Garb a 
gourd as it suits your fancy! Bring in your 
best decorated (not carved) pumpkin by 
Oct. 20 for entry into our annual display.

Pumpkin Drop-off: Oct. 13-20
Community Voting: Oct. 22-27 
Freedom Public Library

Phantoms in the Fort:
Featuring Fort King Legends Trails
A spine-tingling event like never before… 
family fun followed by stories of the strange 
and eerie. The darker it gets, the spookier 
the stories. Walk the Legends Trails if you 
dare! Bring your own chair.
Presented in partnership with Ocala Recreation and 
Parks, Fort King National Historic Landmark and Ocala 
Storytelling Festival, Inc.

Saturday, Oct. 18 
Fort King Historic Landmark 
3925 East Fort King St., Ocala
5-7 p.m.	 Family Fun at the Fort
7-9 p.m.	 Stories Under the Stars
9-10 p.m.	 Legends Trails

Haunted or Not?
Ghosts aren’t the only reason things go 
bump in the night. Carry out your own 
paranormal investigation with insights 
from the experts.
Presented by Citrus Paranormal Society.

Monday, Oct. 20, 11 a.m. 
Dunnellon Public Library

Legendary Cryptids
For teens and adults.
Unravel the secrets of mysterious creatures 
with an afternoon of alluring tales 
and tantalizing trivia.

Friday, Oct. 24, 4 p.m. 
Belleview Public Library

Spooky Skelebration
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
An eerie afternoon of spine-tingling crafts 
and activities. Costumes encouraged.

Saturday, Oct. 25, 2 p.m. 
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

Trunk or Treat!
Ghosts! Ghouls! Goblins! It’s the season  
for lots of fun with games, face  
painting and candy!  
All ages welcome!
Presented in partnership with  
Marion County Parks and Recreation.

Saturday, Oct. 25, 4 p.m. 
Forest Public Library

SPECIAL GUESTS

Zora Listened! 
Notable storyteller, 
Diane Johnson brings 
Zora Neale Hurston 
to life through stories 
and music. Zora Neale 
Hurston (1891-1960), 
African American 
author, playwright, 
poet, anthropologist 

and folklorist, collected the stories, songs, and 
poems of African-Americans living in northeast 
Florida. Zora truly listened to the people. 

Saturday, Sept. 20, 11 a.m. 
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

Wednesday, Oct. 15, 11 a.m. 
Sankofa Public Library

Dr. Evelyn 
Kelly and 
Natalie Kelly 
Have a Love 
Affair with Travel
Ignite your 
wanderlust with 
tales of globe-
trotting adventures. 
Evelyn and Natalie 

Kelly, the ultimate mother-
daughter duo, have written 
a book that’s your ticket to 
excitement and discovery. 
Become a smart traveler and go 

where you’ve always dreamed.

Monday, Oct. 6, 11:30 a.m. 
Fort McCoy Public Library

calendar
program

Craig Pittman
The State You’re In: Florida Men,  
Florida Women and Other Wildlife
Craig Pittman is a native Floridian, New York 
Times best-selling author, podcaster and 
award-winning environmental reporter. While 
a student at Troy University, his muckraking 
work for the student paper prompted 
an agitated dean to label him “the most 
destructive force on campus.” During his 
40-year career as a newspaper reporter, he 
covered a variety of beats and quite a few 
natural disasters. After 31 years at the Tampa 
Bay Times, he now writes a weekly column 
on environmental issues for the Florida 
Phoenix and is co-host of the popular 
podcast “Welcome to Florida.” In The State 
You’re In, Pittman chronicles the wildest 
stories Florida has to offer.

Saturday, Oct. 11, 11 a.m. 
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

Funding for this program was sponsored in part by Florida 
Humanities with funds from the State of Florida, Department of 
State, Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts 
and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. Any 
views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed 
in this program do not necessarily represent those of Florida 
Humanities or the aforementioned entities.

FLORIDA
TALKS

FLORIDA HUMANITIES AND 
THE FRIENDS OF THE OCALA LIBRARY PRESENT

EXIT 350
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Mobile Learning Adventure 
For ages 2-5 with caregivers.
Discover an extraordinary, interactive 
traveling exhibit designed to inspire children 
to dream big and grow up great!
Presented by PNC Bank. 

 

Saturday, Sept. 27, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

SPECIAL PROGRAM
Tales from 

Six Gun  Six Gun  
TerritoryTerritory
Saddle up for a Wild West ride with librarian 
Taylor Benson! Explore the history of this 
famous attraction and meet the cowpokes 
who made it happen.

Friday, Oct. 24, 3 p.m. 
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

PAWS AND PAGES
Sponsors include Marion County Animal Services, 
The Humane Society of Marion County, Florida, Chi 
University, and Petsense.

Feline Friends
Learn best care practices from the 
experts while enjoying purr-fect tales 
and meet adorable animals available 
for adoption. Meow!

Tuesday, Sept. 30, 11 a.m. 
Freedom Public Library

Saturday, Nov. 1, noon 
Forest Public Library

Canine Companions
Learn best care practices from the 
experts while enjoying bark-tastic tales 
and meet adorable animals available 
for adoption. Woof!

Saturday, Oct. 4, 11 a.m. 
Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

Paws and Pumpkins
Decorate a pumpkin pet and meet adorable 
animals available for adoption.

Saturday, Oct. 18, 11 a.m. 
Dunnellon Public Library

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 11 a.m. 
Reddick Public Library

BOOK CLUBS

As the Page Turns
Tuesdays, 2:30 p.m.	  

Freedom Public Library
Sept. 2	� The Seven Husbands of Evelyn 

Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid
Oct. 7	 The Women by Kristin Hannah
Nov. 4	� Remarkably Bright Creatures  

by Shelby Van Pelt

 
Books and Coffee
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 

Fort McCoy Public Library
Sept. 8	 Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay
Oct. 6	 The Road by Cormac McCarthy
Nov. 3	 The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

Let’s Talk Books
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. 

Reddick Public Library
Sept. 8	� Death on the Nile 

by Agatha Christie
Oct. 13	 Practical Magic by Alice Hoffman
Nov. 10	 The Stars Are Fire by Anita Shreve

Novels at Night
Tuesdays, 5 p.m. 

Headquarters-Ocala Public Library
Sept. 9	� All the Glimmering Stars  

by Mark T. Sullivan
Oct. 14	� Olga Dies Dreaming 

by Xochitl Gonzalez
Nov. 4	� Where the Crawdads Sing  

by Delia Owens

Forest Readers
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Forest Public Library
Sept. 10	� The Women by Kristin Hannah
Sept. 24	� Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert
Oct. 8	� Old Bones by Douglas Preston  

& Lincoln Child
Oct. 22	� Pulse by Felix Francis
Nov. 12	� All the Colors of the Dark 

by Chris Whitaker

calendar
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Author DYLAN NEWTON Chef PATTI MCQUEEN
Vintage Songstress 
MIRANDA MADISON

An unforgettable afternoon fête of delectable dishes, charming prose and enchanting 
melodies. Author Dylan Newton, Chef Patti McQueen, and Vintage Songstress Miranda 
Madison share a savory serenade of delightful art and conversation. 
Co-sponsored by the Marion County Hospital District.

Friday, Oct. 3, 3 p.m., Headquarters-Ocala Public Library

https://library.marionfl.org/
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Second Story Readers
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Sankofa Public Library
Sept. 16	� This Time Tomorrow 

by Emma Straub
Oct. 21	� A Novel Love Story 

by Ashley Poston
Nov. 18	� People Person 

by Candice Carty-Williams

Novels at Noon
Wednesdays, noon 

Marion Oaks Public Library
Sept. 17	� This Tender Land  

by William Kent Krueger
Oct. 15	� And Then There Were None  

by Agatha Christie
Nov. 19	� The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah

Rather Be Reading
Fridays, 4 p.m. 

Dunnellon Public Library
Sept. 19	� Remarkably Bright Creatures  

by Shelby Van Pelt
Oct. 17	� The Night Circus 

by Erin Morgenstern
Nov. 21	� The Library Book by Susan Orlean

Power Hour Readers
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Belleview Public Library
Sept. 30	 Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
Oct. 28	 Hour Game by David Baldacci
Nov. 25	 Reader’s Choice

YOUTH BOOK CLUBS

Adventures in Bookland
Thursdays, 4 p.m. 

Headquarters-Ocala Public Library
Sept. 11, Oct. 9
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

Adventures in Bookland
Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 

Forest Public Library
Sept. 24, Oct. 29
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

HEADQUARTERS–
OCALA
2720 E Silver Springs Blvd., 
Ocala, FL 34470
352-671-8551
Programs are made possible by contributions 
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library. 

ALL AGES

Games on a Table
Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Sept. 2 & 16, Oct. 7 & 21
Play classic, contemporary and 
tabletop roleplaying games!

ADULTS

Tech Help
Wednesdays, 2-3:30 p.m., Sept. 3-Nov. 26
Have a technology question?

Get Crafty!
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Create something wonderful.

Sept. 3	 Pet Rock Painting
Oct. 1	 Ghostly Decor

Thread Therapy
Thursdays, 2 p.m., Sept. 4-Oct. 30
Make new friends while learning new stitches.

The Meals We Share
Tuesdays, 2 p.m.
Sept. 16	 Foods that Unite People
Oct. 21	 Holiday Hootenanny
Break bread, have a seat, and share 
memories and recipes with neighbors. Light 
refreshments to be served.

Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders (SHINE)
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19
Call 352-692-5209 for appointments.
Obtain free Medicare counseling through the 
Florida Department of Elder Affairs.

Medicare Open Enrollment Q&A
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 1:30-3 p.m.
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders) representatives share 
information about Medicare.

¡Tango!
Thursday, Sept. 18, noon
Arthur Murray Dance Centers of Ocala 
brings the drama and elegance of tango. 
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month and 
step into the passionate basics of this iconic 
dance. No partner or prior experience 
needed—just bring your enthusiasm!

Zora Listened!
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Sept. 20, 11 a.m.
Storyteller Diane Johnson brings Zora Neale 
Hurston to life!

Seed Saving
Wednesday, Sept. 24, 3 p.m.
Grow, save and share! Marion County Master 
Gardeners teach how to collect and preserve 
seeds from your garden so that you can 
plant again next season.
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Escape Room: Can You Get Out?
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
For teens and adults.
Find the clues, solve the problems and 
survive the challenges!

Sept. 25	 Who Let the Dogs Out?
Oct. 23	 Haunted Forest

Cooks & Books & Musical Hooks: 
Dylan Newton
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Friday, Oct. 3, 3 p.m.
A delicious blend of the culinary, musical 
and literary talents of Author Dylan Newton, 
Chef Patti McQueen, Owner of La Casella 
Catering and Vintage Songstress Miranda 
Madison. 
Co-sponsored by the Marion County Hospital District.

Paws and Pages:  
Canine Companions
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Oct. 4, 11 a.m.
Pet-tacular facts and fun. Adoptions available. 
Co-sponsored by Marion County Animal Services, Chi 
University and Petsense.

¡Salsa!
Thursday, Oct. 9, 5:30 p.m.
Baila Caliente Dance Studio gets into the 
groove of Hispanic Heritage Month by 
sharing the love of Salsa. Pick up the tempo 
and spin into the basics of this lively dance. 
No previous dance experience required!

calendar
program
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calendar
Get Growing with Sheldon
Friday, Oct. 17, 3 p.m.
Get the dirt on cool-weather plantings. 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

ABCs of Dementia
Wednesday, Oct. 22, 11 a.m.
Call 352-422-3663 to register.
Understand the basics of the varied forms 
of dementia and techniques for becoming a 
better care partner with Debbie Selsavage, 
president of Coping with Dementia LLC.

Tales from 

Six Gun TerritorySix Gun Territory
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Friday, Oct. 24, 3 p.m.
‘Stirrup’ local history with librarian Taylor 
Benson and captivating guests.

Fall Plant Swap
Friday, Oct. 31, 4:30 p.m.

Fall into planting! Exchange 
plants, seeds and propagation 
techniques with fellow gardeners.

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Novels at Night
Tuesdays, 5 p.m.
Sept. 9	� All the Glimmering Stars  

by Mark T. Sullivan
Oct. 14	� Olga Dies Dreaming 

by Xochitl Gonzalez
Nov. 4	� Where the Crawdads Sing  

by Delia Owens

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

MANGAlicious!	 Sept. 4, Oct. 2, Nov. 6

ConFAB	Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 13

E�scape Room: Can You Get Out?	 
Sept. 25, Oct. 23

FAMILIES

Art in the Afternoon
Tuesdays, 4 p.m., Sept. 2, Oct. 7
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Let your imagination run wild and explore 
your creative side. 

Imagine That!
Wednesdays, 4 p.m., Sept. 10-24
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Take center stage, play theater games and 
shine like a star! A hands-on, interactive 
series perfect for thespians-to-be. 
Presented by Terry LeCompte of Community Stages.

Brick City Builders
Thursdays, 4 p.m., Sept. 18, Oct. 16
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Can you build your way 
through the challenges?

Extreme STEAM Team
Thursdays, 4 p.m., Sept. 25, Oct. 23
For ages 8-12.
Push the boundaries of science with dynamic 
projects and experiments.

Ready...Set...Kindergarten!
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Sept. 27, Oct. 18
For ages 3-5 with caregivers.
Before your preschooler takes off on a 
new adventure, prepare!

Mobile Learning Adventure
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Sept. 27, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
For ages 2-5 with caregivers.
Dream big and grow up great! 
Presented by PNC Bank.

Spooky Skelebration
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Oct. 25, 2 p.m.
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Revel in the frightful fun!  
Costumes encouraged.

YOUTH BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Adventures in Bookland
Thursdays, 4 p.m., Sept. 11, Oct. 9
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

STORY TIMES
Sept. 16-Oct. 30
Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.

Bouncing Babies
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

Toddling Twos
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Pajama Story Time
Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m.
For all ages.

Preschool Adventures
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages 3-5.

BELLEVIEW 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
13145 SE Highway 484, 
Belleview, FL 34420
352-438-2500
Programs are made possible by contributions from 
the Friends of the Belleview Public Library. 

ALL AGES

Games on a Table
Tuesdays, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Play classic and contemporary tabletop 
games and chess!

Dragons in the Library!
Wednesdays, 5 p.m. 

Sept. 3 & 17, Oct. 1 & 15
Explore new realms 
through tabletop gameplay.

Get Crafty!
Fridays, 4:30 p.m.
Create something wonderful.

Sept. 12	 Fairy Garden Terrariums
Oct. 10	 Harvest Beadworks

ADULTS

Just Another Mah-Jongg Monday!
Mondays, 1 p.m. 

Sept. 1-Oct. 27
Learn and play with other enthusiasts.

Tech Help
Thursdays, 2-4 p.m. 

Sept. 4-Oct. 30
Have a technology question?

Master Gardener Plant Clinic
Fridays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Sept. 5 & 19, Oct. 3 & 17
The plant doctors are in! 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

https://library.marionfl.org/


Savvy Caregiver Training
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Sept. 6-Oct. 18
Registration recommended. Call 352-438-2500.
Elder Options trainer Michelle Johnson 
provides instruction to increase knowledge, 
develop skills and help you be a successful 
caregiver. Certificates given to those who 
register and complete the training.

ABCs of Dementia
Fridays, 11 a.m. 

Sept. 12, Oct. 10
Call 352-422-3663 to register.
Understand the basics of the varied forms 
of dementia and techniques for becoming a 
better care partner with Debbie Selsavage, 
president of Coping with Dementia LLC.

Fall Plant Swap
Friday, Sept. 26, 4:30 p.m.
Grow new friends! Exchange plants, seeds 
and propagation techniques with fellow 
gardeners. 
Co-sponsored by the UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Legendary Cryptids
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Friday, Oct. 24, 4 p.m.
For teens and adults.
Explore the folklore of mysterious creatures.

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Power Hour Readers
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 30	 Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
Oct. 28	 Hour Game by David Baldacci
Nov. 25	 Reader’s Choice

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Thursdays, 5 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB	Sept. 4, Oct. 2, Nov. 6

MANGAlicious!	 Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 20

FAMILIES

Ready...Set...Kindergarten!
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 11 a.m.
For ages 3-5 with caregivers.
Before your preschooler takes off on a 
new adventure, prepare!

Where in the World?
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Explore different cultures through food, 
art and music!

Sept. 24	 Germany
Oct. 29	 Australia

A Wonderland Celebration
Friday, Oct. 17, 3:30 p.m.
Fall down the rabbit hole with a whimsical 
party full of curious crafts, quirky games and 
tea party fun! Costumes encouraged.

STORY TIMES
Sept. 2-Oct. 30
Stories, songs and activities for children and 
caregivers.

Bouncing Babies
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

Preschool Adventures
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages 3-5.

Toddling Twos
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.

DUNNELLON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
20351 Robinson Road, 
Dunnellon, FL 34431
352-438-2520
Programs are made possible by contributions 
from the Friends of the Dunnellon Public Library.

ALL AGES

Dinosaur Discovery
Saturday, Sept. 20, 11 a.m.
Calling all paleontologists. Stomp, roar and 
explore in a ‘dino-mite’ adventure packed 
with prehistoric fun!

Song Farmers
Saturdays, 3 p.m. 

Sept. 27, Oct. 25
Share a love of music with other hometown 
musicians. Players and listeners of 

all ages welcome!

Paws and Pumpkins
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Oct. 18, 11 a.m.
Pet-tacular facts and fun. 

Adoptions available. 
Co-sponsored by Marion County Animal Services.

ADULTS

Master Gardener Plant Clinic
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Sept. 2, Oct. 7
The plant doctors are in! 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Tech Help
Tuesdays, 11 a.m. 

Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Have a technology question?

Yarn Lovers
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. 

Sept. 3-Oct. 29
Make new friends while  
learning some new stitches!

Caregiver Support  
Education Series
Thursdays, noon
Educational information for 
caregivers who want to know more 
about available resources.

Sept. 4	� VITAS Hospice Services 
Patricia Torres, VITAS Hospice

Oct. 2	� Pathways Program 
Laura Shedd, Empath Health

Put It Together, Get Together
Fridays, 2 p.m. 

Sept. 5, Oct. 3
Puzzle swaps, conversation 
and casual puzzling.

Explore Our Springs
Monday, Sept. 8, 11 a.m.
Discover the beauty of our local springs 
and learn how small actions can preserve 
these natural treasures.
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Fly-Tyers
Mondays, 1 p.m. 

Sept. 8-Oct. 27
Learn the art of luring fish!

A Very Downton Tea Party
Friday, Sept. 12, 11 a.m.
Tea, trivia and tales from the Abbey. Wear 
your best Downton-inspired hat.

Gardening with the Masters
Tuesdays, 11 a.m.
Wild discussions on all things green. 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Sept. 16	 Bonsai
Oct. 21	 Azaleas

10  words  fall2025
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The Buzz on Bees
Tuesday, Sept. 23, 11 a.m.
Get the inside scoop on honeybees  
and their colonies. 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

IDEA Studio
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 25	 Blindfolded Painting
Oct. 30	 Fabric Stamping

Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders (SHINE)
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Sept. 30, Oct. 28, Nov. 18
Call 352-692-5209 for appointments.
Obtain free Medicare counseling through the 
Florida Department of Elder Affairs.

Medicare Open Enrollment Q&A
Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2 p.m.
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders) representatives share 
information about Medicare.

Haunted or Not?
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Monday, Oct. 20, 11 a.m.
Investigate paranormal possibilities. 
Presented by Citrus Paranormal Society.

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Rather Be Reading
Fridays, 4 p.m.
Sept. 19	� Remarkably Bright Creatures  

by Shelby Van Pelt
Oct. 17	� The Night Circus 

by Erin Morgenstern
Nov. 21	� The Library Book by Susan Orlean

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4

MANGAlicious! Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18

Art Guild Sept. 30, Oct. 28, Nov. 25

FAMILIES

Horse 
Tales with Sassy
Tuesdays, 4 p.m. 
Sept. 9, Oct. 14
Hi, I’m Sassy, a 
miniature therapy 
horse! I love stories. 
Won’t you please 
read to me?

Sparks!
Saturday, 1 p.m.
For ages 8-12.
Experiment, innovate & create.

Sept. 13	 Button Creations

Pups are  
Officers Too!
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 

10:30 a.m.
Stop in for a story with 
Corporal Erik and K9 
Deputy Albi! 
Presented by the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office.

STORY TIMES
Sept. 3-Oct. 30
Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.

Family Story Time
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Bouncing Babies
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

FOREST 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
905 S Highway 314A, Ocklawaha, FL 32179
352-438-2540
Programs are made possible by contributions 
from the Friends of the Forest Public Library. 

ALL AGES

Rock Art! Paint On!
Saturdays, 2 p.m. 

Sept. 13, Oct. 11
Paint miniature masterpieces on rocks.

Games on a Table
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Sept. 23, Oct. 28
Play classic and 
contemporary tabletop games!

Dragons in the Library!
Thursdays, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 25, Oct. 23
Explore new realms 
through tabletop gameplay.

Fall Friendship Open House
Saturday, Oct. 4, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Make new friends and keep the old. 
Celebrate with the Friends of the Forest 
Public Library at a shindig full of food, 
fun and prizes.

Trunk or Treat!
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Oct. 25, 4 p.m.
Experience the excitement of the season. 
Presented in partnership with Marion County 
Parks and Recreation.

Paws and Pages: Feline Friends
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Nov. 1, noon
Pet-tacular facts and fun. Adoptions available. 
Co-sponsored by Marion County Animal Services.

ADULTS

Yearning for Yarn
Tuesdays, 2 p.m. 

Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Learn how to knit or crochet.

Tech Help
Thursdays, 2 p.m. 

Sept. 4-Oct. 30
Have a technology question?

Master Gardener Plant Clinic
Mondays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10
The plant doctors are in! 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

The Forts of Marion County
Tuesday, Sept. 16, 10:30 a.m.
Explore local history with 
librarian Taylor Benson.

Gardening with the Masters
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Wild discussions on all things green. 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Sept. 22	 Florida Friendly Lawns
Oct. 27	 Florida Friendly Landscaping

Movie Matinée 
Wednesday, Sept. 24, noon
Bring your brown bag lunch. Drinks and 
desserts provided. 
Anyone younger than age 13 must be accompanied by 
an adult.
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Get Crafty!
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Create something wonderful.

Sept. 30	 Multimedia Art
Oct. 14	 Faux Stained-Glass Art

The Meals We Share: Cookies
Tuesday, Oct. 21, 10:30 a.m.
Break bread, have a seat, and share 
memories and recipes with neighbors. Light 
refreshments to be served.

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Forest Readers
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 10	� The Women by Kristin Hannah
Sept. 24	� Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert
Oct. 8	� Old Bones  

by Douglas Preston & Lincoln Child
Oct. 22	� Pulse by Felix Francis
Nov. 12	� All the Colors of the Dark 

by Chris Whitaker

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB	Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 20

FAMILIES

Brick City Builders
Fridays, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 5-Oct. 31
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Can you build your way 
through the challenges?

YOUTH BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Adventures in Bookland
Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 

Sept. 24, Oct. 29
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.

STORY TIMES
Sept. 4-Oct. 31
Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.

Bouncing Babies
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

Family Story Time
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.

FORT MCCOY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
14660 NE Highway 315, 
Fort McCoy, FL 32134
352-438-2560
Programs are made possible by contributions 
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library

ADULTS

Tech Help
Tuesdays, 2 p.m. 

Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Have a technology question?

Master Gardener Plant Clinic
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Sept. 9, Oct. 14
The plant doctors are in! 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

Dr. Evelyn Kelly and Natalie Kelly
Have a Love Affair with Travel
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Monday, Oct. 6, 11:30 a.m.
Hop aboard for a globe-trotting afternoon 
with this dynamic mother and daughter 
duo. Bon voyage!

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Books and Coffee
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 8	 Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay
Oct. 6	 The Road by Cormac McCarthy
Nov. 3	 The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Saturdays, 1 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB	Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 8

FAMILIES

Brick City Builders
Tuesdays, 3 p.m. 

Sept. 9, Oct. 14
For ages 5-12 with caregivers.
Can you build your way 
through the challenges?

Construction Zone
Saturday, Oct. 11, 11 a.m.
Imagine what you can build!

STORY TIMES
Sept. 3-Oct. 29
Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.

Family Story Time
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

FREEDOM 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
5870 SW 95th St., Ocala, FL 34476
352-438-2580
Programs are made possible by contributions 
from the Friends of Freedom Public Library.

ALL AGES

Paws and Pages: Feline Friends
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Tuesday, Sept. 30, 11 a.m.
Pet-tacular facts and fun.  
Adoptions available. 
Co-sponsored by Marion County Animal Services.

‘Tis the Season 
for Pumpkin Decorating!
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Pumpkin Drop-off: Oct. 13-20 
Community Voting: Oct. 22-27
Bring in your best decorated (not 
carved) pumpkin by Oct. 20 for entry into 
our annual display.

ADULTS

Tech Help
Wednesdays, 3-4 p.m., Sept. 3-Oct. 29
Have a technology question?

ABCs of Dementia
Thursday, Sept. 18, 11 a.m.
Call 352-422-3663 to register.
Understand the basics of the varied forms 
of dementia and techniques for becoming a 
better care partner with Debbie Selsavage, 
president of Coping with Dementia LLC.

calendar
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Medicare Open Enrollment Q&A
Thursday, Sept. 25, 2 p.m.
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders) representatives share 
information about Medicare.

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

As the Page Turns
Tuesdays, 2:30 p.m.
Sept. 2	� The Seven Husbands of Evelyn 

Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid
Oct. 7	� The Women by Kristin Hannah
Nov. 4	� Remarkably Bright Creatures  

by Shelby Van Pelt

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Thursdays, 5 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB	Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 13

STORY TIMES

Family Story Time
Wednesdays, 10:45 a.m. 

Sept. 3-Oct. 29
Stories, songs and activities for 
children and caregivers.

MARION OAKS 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
294 Marion Oaks Lane, Ocala, FL 34473
352-438-2570

Programs are made possible by contributions from 
the Friends of the Marion Oaks Public Library. 

ALL AGES

A Wicked Good Time!A A Wicked Good Time!Wicked Good Time!
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Saturday, Oct. 4, 12:30 p.m.
Everyone deserves a chance to 
fly! Costumes encouraged.

ADULTS

Writer’s Studio
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 2 & 18, Oct. 7 & 23
Writers of all levels share 
work and encouragement.

Tech Help
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-noon, Sept. 5-Oct. 31
Have a technology question?

Get Crafty!
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.
Create something wonderful.

Sept. 23	 Pet Rock Painting
Oct. 28	 Haunted Handicrafts

Get Growing with Sheldon
Saturday, Oct. 11, 2 p.m.
Get the dirt on cool-weather plantings. 
Presented by UF/IFAS Extension Marion County.

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Novels at Noon
Wednesdays, noon
Sept. 17	� This Tender Land  

by William Kent Krueger
Oct. 15	� And Then There Were None  

by Agatha Christie
Nov. 19	� The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB	Sept. 9, Oct. 14

MANGAlicious!	 Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18

FAMILIES

FUNtasmagoria
Wednesdays, 4 p.m.
Explore the world through science, stories 
and activities! It’s FUNtastic!

Sept. 10	 Exploring Europe
Sept. 17	 Adventures in Asia
Sept. 24	 Awesome Africa
Oct. 8	 Navigating North America
Oct. 15	 Sightseeing in South America
Oct. 22	 Amazing Australia

Spooktacular Crafts
Wednesday, Oct. 29, 4 p.m.
Scare up some spooky fun with a cauldron 
full of creep-tastic crafts!

STORY TIMES
Sept. 2-Oct. 29
Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.

Family Story Time
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Bouncing Babies
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
For ages birth-23 months.

REDDICK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
15150 NW Gainesville Road, 
Reddick, FL 32686
352-438-2566
Programs are made possible by contributions 
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library. 

ALL AGES

Paws and Pumpkins
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 11 a.m.
Pet-tacular facts and fun.  
Adoptions available. 
Co-sponsored by Marion County Animal Services and 
The Humane Society of Marion County, Florida.

ADULTS

Tech Help
Tuesdays, 2 p.m., Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Have a technology question?

Tartan Trails
Tuesday, Sept. 16, 3 p.m.
Explore Scotland with 
Librarian Samantha Marcum.

Talking Local History 
with Annabelle Leitner
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Discover the fascinating history of the area.

Sept. 22	 Benedict Becomes Fairfield
Oct. 27	 Graveyard Tales

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Let’s Talk Books
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.
Talk about books with the aficionado of 
phrase, Jim Stroup! 
Donuts and coffee provided.

Sept. 8	� Death on the Nile 
by Agatha Christie

Oct. 13	� Practical Magic by Alice Hoffman
Nov. 10	� The Stars Are Fire by Anita Shreve

calendar
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TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Saturdays, 1 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

ConFAB	Sept. 6, Oct. 4, Nov. 1

Chilling Tales
Saturday, Sept. 6, 1 p.m.
Sharing is scaring! Hear and tell eerie 
and mysterious stories.

Haunted (Bird)house
Saturday, Oct. 4, 1 p.m.
Get into the spirit and build a 
ghastly bird abode!

Trick or Trivia
Saturday, Nov. 1, 1 p.m.
Put your Halloween smarts to the test and 
score some sweet treats.

FAMILIES

Ready...Set...Kindergarten!
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 10:30 a.m.
For ages 3-5 with caregivers.
Before your preschooler takes off on a 
new adventure, prepare!

Family Flicks
Saturday, 2 p.m.
Movies for the whole family. Anyone 
younger than age 13 must be accompanied 
by an adult.

Oct. 4	
Oct. 11	
Oct. 18	�
Oct. 25	�

Dog Tales with Beau
Tuesday, Oct. 14, 10:30 a.m.
Hi, I’m Beau. Won’t you read to me? Woof!

STORY TIMES
Sept. 2-Oct. 28
Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.

Family Story Time
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.

SANKOFA  
PUBLIC LIBRARY
1821 NW 21st Ave., Ocala, FL 34475
352-438-2550

Programs made possible by contributions 
from the Friends of the Ocala Public Library.

ALL AGES

Games on a Table
Mondays, 4:30 p.m. 

Sept. 8-Oct. 27
Play classic and contemporary  
tabletop games!

Dragons in the Library!
Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 

Sept. 10, Oct. 8
Explore new realms 
through tabletop  
gameplay.

Crochet Corner
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. 

Sept. 11 & 25, Oct. 9 & 23
Relax and crochet. All skill levels welcome.

ADULTS

Tech Help
Thursdays, 2-4 p.m., Sept. 4-Oct. 30
Have a technology  
question?

Get Crafty!
Thursdays, 11 a.m.
Create something wonderful.

Sept. 25	 Autumn Wreaths
Oct. 23	 Mosaic Vases

Zora Listened!
See Program Spotlight for more information.

Wednesday, Oct. 15, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Storyteller Diane Johnson brings Zora Neale 
Hurston to life!

BOOK CLUB
See Program Spotlight for more book clubs.

Second Story Readers
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 16	� This Time Tomorrow 

by Emma Straub
Oct. 21	� A Novel Love Story 

by Ashley Poston
Nov. 18	� People Person 

by Candice Carty-Williams

TEENS

YALLA! Teen Club
Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Young Adults Lead Library Awareness! Be 
part of a talented teen team and make the 
library a better experience for all. Guide, 
participate and design innovative library 
programs while enjoying snacks and making 
friends as you earn volunteer hours for 
service. Y’all(a) come!

MANGAlicious	 Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4

ConFAB	Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18
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FAMILIES

Stuffed Animal Sleepover!
Friday, Sept. 19, 4 p.m. drop off
Saturday, Sept. 20, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. pick up
There’s mischief in the night! Drop your fluffy friend off at the 
library for an overnight to remember. Pick up your party animal in 
the morning, with a full accounting of sleepy-time escapades!

Creepy Crafts
Thursday, Oct. 30, 4 p.m.
Scare up some spooky fun with a cauldron full of creep-tastic crafts!

STORY TIMES
Sept. 10-Oct. 29
Stories, songs and activities for children and caregivers.

Family Story Time
Wednesdays, 11 a.m.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Friends of the 
Belleview Public Library
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. 

Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18

Book Sale: Nov. 14 & 15, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Friends of the 
Dunnellon Public Library
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. 

Sept. 9, Oct. 14, Nov. 18

Friends of the 
Forest Public Library
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19

Book Sale: Nov.7 & 8, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Friends of 
Freedom Public Library
Tuesday, Sept. 2, 10:15 a.m.
Mondays, 10:15 a.m. 

Oct. 6, Nov. 3

Book Sale: Sept. 20 & 22, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Friends of the Marion 
Oaks Public Library
Fridays, 10 a.m. 

Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21

Friends of the 
Ocala Public Library
Thursday, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 20

LIBRARY CLOSED DAYS AND HOLIDAYS

Labor Day
Monday, Sept. 1
All public libraries will be closed.

Maintenance Day
Monday, Oct. 13
Headquarters-Ocala, Belleview 
and Dunnellon public libraries 
closed for maintenance.

Veterans Day
Tuesday, Nov. 11
All public libraries will be closed.

Thanksgiving Holidays
Wednesday, Nov. 26
All public libraries close at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 27 and  
Friday, Nov. 28

All public libraries will be closed.
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Headquarters-Ocala Public Library
Sept.	� Daughters of the  

American Revolution
Oct.	 Francis Marion Stamp Club
Nov.	 Silver Springs State Park

Belleview Public Library
Sept.	 Pottery by Natasha Thompson
Oct.	 Seasonal Birds by Hannah Hirst
Nov.	� Girl Scout Memorabilia  

by Marion County Girl Scouts

Dunnellon Public Library
Sept.	 Found Objects by Summer Butler
Oct.	 Pumpkin Art by Dunnellon Staff
Nov.	 Asian Art by Stephanie Rous

Forest Public Library
Sept.	� Lego Dreams 

by Klinton and Trenton Williams
Oct.	 Twisted Pottery by Jenny Murin
Nov.	 Harvest Display by Forest Staff

Freedom Public Library
Sept.	� Our Constitution  

by Rainbow River Chapter NSDAR
Oct.	 Inspiring Art by OTOW Art Group

EXHIBITS & DISPLAYS

Download all our library apps!

• Download and read over 100,000 e-books, and e-audiobooks
• Manage your library account
• Renew items you have checked out
• Put books on hold that you would like to read next
• Print from your phone
• Upload your own original work, or read local authors' work
• Browse local history artifacts

and more!

Download all our library apps!

• Download and read over 100,000 e-books, and e-audiobooks
• Manage your library account
• Renew items you have checked out
• Put books on hold that you would like to read next
• Print from your phone
• Upload your own original work, or read local authors' work
• Browse local history artifacts

and more!

Download all our library apps!

• Download and read over 100,000 e-books, and e-audiobooks
• Manage your library account
• Renew items you have checked out
• Put books on hold that you would like to read next
• Print from your phone
• Upload your own original work, or read local authors' work
• Browse local history artifacts

and more!

Download all our library apps!

• Download and read over 100,000 e-books, and e-audiobooks
• Manage your library account
• Renew items you have checked out
• Put books on hold that you would like to read next
• Print from your phone
• Upload your own original work, or read local authors' work
• Browse local history artifacts

and more!

DOWNLOAD 
ALL OUR 
LIBRARY APPS!

https://library.marionfl.org/


16  words  fall2025

BY STEPHANIE ROUS

A s a child, were you in a “yes” or “no pets allowed” 
situation? Like me, many children unable to have 
a furry friend find their first beloved pets inside 
favorite stories.

As an avid reader with a big imagination, my bike became 
Misty of Chincoteague (Marguerite Henry) and Ginger from 
Black Beauty (Anna Sewell). We “galloped” down the street in 
imaginary races. I competed in the Olympics astride my very own 
Pie, from National Velvet (Enid Bagnold), albeit on two wheels 
instead of four legs.

Dogs abounded in some of my favorite books, and I wished long 
and hard for a loyal and courageous collie (Lassie by Eric Knight), 
a cute and clever beagle (Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor) 
and a smart Harold sniffing out vampire bunnies (Bunnicula: 
A Rabbit Tale of Mystery by Deborah and James Howe). To be 
honest, never awakening to color-drained vegetables in the fridge 
reassured me that none of the neighborhood cottontails were 
vampires. Maybe they were relatives of Flopsy, Mopsy, Cotton-Tail 
and Peter? (The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter)

Cats in children’s literature have mostly been depicted on 
the “shady” side. When you picture the Cheshire Cat (Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll), do you really want 

to bring him home? Or that naughty Cat in the Hat of Dr. Seuss 
fame? I do remember sweet, loving cats as tiny characters in some 
of my favorite books. The kitten I most wanted would climb my skirt 
in church as a funny distraction (These Happy Golden Years by 
Laura Ingalls Wilder).

As a librarian and teacher, I knew many children who dreamed 
of finding a dog like Winn-Dixie (Because of Winn-Dixie by 
Kate DiCamillo), having Carl as their baby-sitter (Good Dog, 
Carl! by Alexandra Day), time traveling with a dog like Ranger 
(Ranger in Time series by Kate Messner) and participating in 
agility competitions like Cromwell, part-beagle and part-potato 
chip (The Fast and the Furriest by Andy Behrens).

It took a while for my pet to step off the pages of a book, but 
my family finally adopted a loyal and incredibly sweet rescue dog. 
Thankfully, she never needed to save little Stephie from a well! 
My first dog of my very own, Daisy, ran like the wind and chased 
critters. While I never had a need for a vampire-bunny finder, I 
still believe any of our dogs would have known what that rabbit 
was doing. My current feline pets, Tigger and Sabrina, would 
definitely find a hoop skirt to be an excellent hiding place for a 
feline ambush.  

WHISKERS
a 

WOOFS
L I T E R A R Y  P E T S

Animal Super StarsAnimal Super Stars
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BY KAREN M. JENSEN

hat do animal superstars Moka, Beau and 
Sassy all have in common? All three are four-
legged, frequent visitors at select Marion 
County Public Library System locations that 

provide a whole new dimension to the joy of reading for children 
and adults.

Moka, a mixed-breed dog with sweet brown eyes, loves 
children and visits Marion Oaks and Freedom Public libraries for 
Dog Tales with Moka. According to former Marion Oaks Public 
Library supervisor, Robin Wayne, “You can tell how much she loves 
it when children read to her because she will often just roll over and 
relax.” Freedom Public Library supervisor, Mary Thompson said, 
“Children love visiting just to read to Moka. She has repeat readers 
who try to visit every time she’s here.”

Beau, a big, cuddly Goldendoodle, takes center stage at Reddick 
Public Library’s Dog Tales with Beau. He is 11 years old and has 
been a service animal for several years. According to Reddick Public 
Library supervisor, Samantha Marcum, “Not only does he visit 

libraries and schools in Marion and Alachua counties, he is also 
a part of a support group called HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis 
Response.” He also travels to the University of Florida and Santa Fe 
Community College to offer support, comfort and cuddles following 
stressful exam times.

Sassy is a 17-year-old miniature horse who is the star attraction 
at Dunnellon Public Library’s Horse Tales with Sassy. During 
her visits to the public library, librarians read a few stories to the 
audience. Participants of all ages are able to approach and pet 
Sassy, as well as ask questions about her to the handler. Children 
are also invited to read and tell Sassy a story. Many parents enjoy 
the encounter as much as their children. “Everyone enjoys her red, 
glittery shoes and forelock bow,” said Stephanie Rous, Dunnellon 
Public Library supervisor.

Check out the calendar section of this issue of WORDS 
magazine to schedule a time to visit with Moka, Beau or Sassy. 
They have a wonderful “tale” waiting for you!  

MOKA BEAU SASSY

Animal Super StarsAnimal Super Stars

https://library.marionfl.org/
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MEET THE AUTHOR

Craig Pittman
For more than 30 years, investigative 
journalist and New York Times best-
selling author Craig Pittman has 
written about the wildest stories that 
Florida has to offer. A native Floridian 
and an award-winning environmental 
reporter, Pittman will be visiting our 
library for a dynamic presentation on 
his most recent book, The State You're 
In: Florida Men, Florida Women, and 
other Wildlife. Many of the stories in his 
book are hilarious, some are remarkable, 
and others are serious. All of his stories 
show his passion for the history of and 
environment in his home state. Join us as 
we listen to Pittman jump into the wacky, 
wild, and wonderful world we call Florida.

This free presentation will be on 
Saturday, Oct. 11, at 11 a.m. at HQ-Ocala 
Public Library. Books will be available for 
purchase during the program.

Funding for this program was sponsored in part by Florida Humanities with funds from 
the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida 
Council on Arts and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. Any views, 
findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily 
represent those of Florida Humanities or the aforementioned entities.

Zora Listened!
Listen to notable storyteller Diane Johnson as she brings to life the stories and music of Zora Neale 
Hurston, renowned African American author, playwright, poet, anthropologist and folklorist. Hurston 
(1891-1960) collected the stories, songs, and poems of African Americans living in northeast Florida. 
Johnson will “become” Hurston on Saturday, Sept. 20, at 10:30 a.m. at the  
HQ-Ocala Public Library. Come hear Diane speak, laugh, and sing as she revisits  
Hurston’s memorable past.

There will be a brief annual Friends meeting prior to the program. We will be voting on new members 
and officers, and it is important to have a quorum of the membership for voting purposes.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

Annual FRIENDS meeting
Saturday, Sept. 20, 10:30 a.m.

Meeting Room C, HQ-Ocala Public Library

Zora Listened!
Celebration of Zora Neale Hurston, 

presented by Diane Johnson

Saturday, Sept. 20, 10:30 a.m.
Meeting Room C, HQ-Ocala Public Library

Meet the Author: 
Craig Pittman

Author of The State You’re In: Florida Men, 
Florida Women, and Other Wildlife

Saturday, Oct. 11, 11 a.m.
Meeting Room C, HQ-Ocala Public Library

SHOP OUR 
BOOK 

MARKET
Score great finds and terrific prices 

six days a week, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Check out our new, cute totes 

and “Blind Dates with a Book” 
packages. The Book Market is 

located just inside the lobby at the 

HQ-Ocala Public Library. We welcome 

donations during Book Market hours.

READ-A
-THON
READ-A
-THON
READ-A
-THON
READ-A
-THONThe Friends of the Ocala Public 

Library wish to thank everyone for 
participating in our 

and efforts that  
continue to support  
library programming  
for all ages.

READ-A-THONREAD-A-THON
SUCCESSSUCCESS
READ-A-THONREAD-A-THON
SUCCESSSUCCESS

https://library.marionfl.org/


Patty Blair: 
Marion County Animal Services Foster Program 
Coordinator Providing a Lifeline for Local Pets
BY SCOTT MASON

Foster care is a compassionate and vital part of 
animal rescue that provides temporary homes 
for pets in need. Whether they are too young for 
adoption, recovering from an illness or simply need 

a safe space, foster homes offer future furry family members 
the extra care and stability they need to find that forever home. 
Fostering saves lives by freeing up space in shelters, but it can also 
help animals become more socialized and adoptable. For Marion 
County Animal Services, their foster care volunteer team plays an 
invaluable role in the adoption process.

According to Foster Program Coordinator Patty Blair, “Fostering 
is a rewarding experience that makes a meaningful impact—
one animal at a time.” She began fostering soon after she 
started working at the shelter in March 2019. Patty observed 
young kittens and puppies, without mothers, needing extra 
human support to enhance their chances for survival. In a 
shelter, difficulties can arise when animals are underaged, have 
behavioral issues, or if space is limited. In their own homes, fosters 
feed, clean, and socialize cats and dogs of all ages, providing 
feedback on their habits that may not be as apparent when 
they’re in a shelter environment. 

There are countless 
success stories from 
Mar ion  County 
Animal  Services 
foster care team, from 
overlooked senior dogs like Kronos, to tiny kittens that may need 
help eating or just a little extra attention to thrive. One of the many 
foster pet parents told Patty, “It’s so much fun, you can’t be sad 
watching kittens running around and playing.” Another foster told 
Patty a story about a puppy in her care named Circe, the last of a 
litter. Thanks to the fosters’ ability to provide helpful background 
about the puppy, there was a smooth transition into a forever home, 
as well as tears of joy from the adoptee family’s daughter.

Currently Animal Services has over 150 active foster care 
volunteers who provide love and care to cats and dogs in their 
homes, paving the way to successful adoption.  “We always have 
a need for more fosters as there’s never enough,” said Patty. But, 
as the needs continue to expand for homeless pets, the Marion 
County Animal Services and foster care volunteers will step up to 
help meet those challenges. As one foster said, “It’s a joy…it’s a 
rewarding experience.”  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON FOSTERING, PLEASE CALL 352-671-8700.
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